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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019, 10:41 A.M. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: Good Morning. We are on the 

record. Today's videotaped deposition of 
Abdul Jamal Sheriff taken on July 31st 2019 at the 
L.A. City Attorney's Office located at 200 North Main 
Street, Suite 966, Los Angeles, California, in the 
matter of The People of the State of California versus 
Freetown Holdings, C., case number BC718027 in the 
Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, 
Central District. 

My name is Andrew Heaton with the Coalition 
of Court Reporters of Los Angeles, located at 205 South 
Broadway, Suite 1008, in Los Angeles, California. 

We are now commencing at 10:43 a.m. 

Will all present please identify themselves 
beginning with the witness. 

THE WITNESS: Abdul Jamal Sheriff. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Emmanuel Nwabuzor, representing the 
defendant. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Drew Robertson representing 
plaintiff. The People of the State of California. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: Thank you. Will the court reporter 

please swear in the witness. 
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testified as follows: 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Okay, Mr. Sheriff thank you for being here 

this morning. 

A. Thank you. 

Q. We've met before. As I said, I'm 

Drew Robertson. I represent The People of the 
State of California in this case. And you're here 
represented by your lawyer, Mr. Nwabuzor. 

Have you ever been deposed before? 

A. Not yet. 

Q. This is your first time? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. But you were present earlier in this case 

for, I think, five depositions? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Did you become familiar with the ground 
rules of depositions while you were watching those? 

A. A little bit. 

Q. So you understand that you've been placed 

under oath and your testimony is under penalty of 
perjury; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 



Q. And even though we're in a conference room 

it's the same as though we were in court with a judge 
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and your testimony today has the name force and effect? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay, great. We should try not to speak 

over each other. It's very hard to avoid that at some 
times, but for the benefit of court reporter please let 
me finish my question and your attorney may interpose an 
objection and then you answer, and we'll try not to 
speak over each other; can we agree to that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. And then similarly if you can answer 

with "yes" or "no," avoid nodding your head or saying 
"uh-huh," "huh-iih, " those sorts of answers; do you 
understand that? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Great. I want to start by asking you a few 
questions about the West Adams Neighborhood Council; do 
you know what that is? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. What is it? 

A. West Adams Neighborhood Coimcil is there to 
represent the City in the community. 

Q. Does it have a board. 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. How many people are on the Board? 

A. If recall, nine. 

Q. Urn -- 

A. No, 15 -- 15. 

Q. If you say you are a member of the 
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Neighborhood Council, do you mean that you are a board 
member? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are there members who are not board 
members, or is everyone who is a member a board member? 

A. No, you have board members, and you have 
community aspect communities. People who live in the 
community, stakeholders. 

Q. Have you ever served on the Board of the 

West Adams Neighborhood Council? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was your position? 

A. I was the business representative for the 

to West Adams Neighborhood Council. 

Q. What dates did you serve as the business 

repre s ent ative ? 

A. If I recall -- I don't remember the exact 

date. I believe this was three years ago, so around 
2016, '15. 

Q. And how long did you serve as the business 
representative? 

A. I served for two and a half years, if I 

recall. 

Q. Approximately two and a half years? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That would be during 2015 and 2016? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you served as a member of the 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 





West Adams Neighborhood Council other than as business 
representative in 2015 and 2016? 

A. No, I was just a stakeholder. 

Q. Does the West Adams Neighborhood Council 

have meetings? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. When are the meetings? 

A. The second Tuesday of every month -- second 

Monday of every month -- I'm sorry, the third. 

Q. The third Monday of every month? 

A. Every month, yes. 

Q. So there are approximately 12 meetings a 

year? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Do you attend the meetings? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How frequently do you attend meetings? 

A. Very frequent. Maybe, if I miss maybe -- 
this year I probably missed one or two months. 

Q. So you would estimate that you have been to 

five meetings this year? 

A. Correct. 

Q. What about in 2018? How many meetings 

would you estimate that you went to? 

A. Around that time, [sic] maybe five or six 

meetings, if I recall. 

Q. Do you recall approximately how many 

meetings you attended in 2017? 
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A. 2017, probably around six to eight 

meetings. 

Q. Has the meeting for July of 2019 already 

occurred? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you go to that meeting? 

A. Yes, ma'am. 

Q. Have you discussed this lawsuit at any of 

the West Adams Neighborhood Council meetings? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What was the content of, or what was the 

context rather, of that discussion? 

A. Well, I went to the board just to seek out 

from the Board to find out if the City have [sic] the 
approval of the Board -- 

COURT REPORTER: Have what, "the Board"? 

THE WITNESS: Approval of the Board. 

COURT REPORTER: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: -- because the Board is there 
normally as a protocol when there's an issue with the 
business in the community. Before the City takes action 
which the principal takes action, they go to the Board 
to the community to find out what the solution is, but 
the board -- as I went to the meeting, I asked the Board 
if they are aware of it and they are always, and I asked 
them to support to going to the neighborhood to look at 
the issue that the City was bringing about to the 
business if they see the issue exists. 

Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




7 


1 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

2 

Q. When you say you went to the Board who 

3 

did -- who on the Board did you go to? 

4 

A. I spoke at the meeting about the issue and 

5 

I didn't go to any person in particular, but I spoke at 

6 

the meeting for the community. 

7 

Q. What -- I'm sorry for interrupting. What 

8 

Board Members were at this meeting? 

9 

A. Almost everybody was there, 

10 

Q. Do you know if names of any of the Board 

11 

Mennbers. 

12 

A. Well, from the President, Steven Nix, 

13 

Richard Williams, Eva Aubrey, Clint Simmons, Ms. Jetts. 

14 

COURT REPORTER: Was it Ms. -- 

15 

THE WITNESS: Jetts, J-E-T-T-S. 

16 

And Albert Preston. Albert Preston. 

17 

MR. NWABUZOR: Albert Preston? 

18 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Whoever it was, I could recall 

19 

both of the times, 

20 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

21 

Q. Were all of those members present when you 

22 

spoke? 

23 

A. Yes. 

24 

Q. Do you recall approximately how many 

25 

community members were present when you were speaking? 

26 

A. It was a full room, so I'd say over 30 

27 

people were present, more than 30. It was a full room. 

28 

Q. Where was the meeting? 
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A. At the Vineyard Recreation Center on 
Vineyard Street -- Avenue. 

Q. Was Marcia Lewis at that meeting? 

A. No. 

Q. Was Manuel Gonzalez at the meeting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was Reverend McKinzie at the meeting? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you -- Strike that. 

Have you spoken about this lawsuit at any 
other Neighborhood Counsel meetings? 

A. No. 

Q. You mentioned in the declaration that you 

filed you stated, "We have been supporting the 
neighborhood seniors financially on various activities 
that they are engaged in." 

Do you recall making that statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who is the "We" in the sentence? 

A. Meaning Holiday Liquor. 

COURT REPORTER: Mening what? 

THE WITNESS: Holiday Liquor. My business, 
myself. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And when you say you've supported the 

neighborhood seniors financially, how much financial 
support would you estimate that you have provided? 

A. Well, they asked me for -- to provide food. 
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1 

beverages, 

water, whatever the need may be. 

2 

Q. 

Have you provided cash or a check or 

3 

monetary support? 

4 

A. 

No. 

5 

Q. 

And over what period of time would you say 

6 

you have been providing food, beverages, water? 

1 

A. 

Over the years I've been in the West Adams 

8 

conmuiiity. 


9 

Q. 

How many years would you estimate? 

10 

A. 

I've been there since 2017 [sic] nearly 12 

11 

years, 


12 

Q. 

Do you know what the food, beverages and 

13 

water were 

used for? 

14 

A. 

Just for the annual fundraising meetings or 

15 

social activities in the community, they might have. 

16 

Q. 

Is there any other financial support or 

17 

donations that you're referencing in that sentence? 

18 

A. 

No. 

19 

Q. 

So you currently operate three liquor 

20 

stores; am 

I correct about that? 

21 

A. 

Correct, own. 

22 

Q. 

Say that again? 

23 

A. 

Yes, own. 

24 

Q. 

You own them? 

25 

A. 

Yes. 

26 

Q. 

Holiday Liquor is, of course, one of them? 

27 

A. 

Correct, 

28 

Q. 

Then Century Liquor is another? 
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1 

A. 

Correct. 

2 

Q. 

That's the address of Century Liquor? 

3 

A. 

4082 West Century Boulevard, Inglewood, 

4 

California 

90304. 

5 

Q. 

And is Come-and-Go Market, the other one? 

6 

A. 

Correct. 

7 

Q. 

What is the address of that one? 

8 

A. 

3397 Atlantic Avenue, Long Beach, 

9 

California 

90807. 

10 

Q. 

Is that next to Poly High School? 

11 

A, 

Yeah. 

12 

Q. 

I went to Poly. 

13 

A. 

Really? 

14 

Q. 

Yes. 

15 


And do you also own the property where the 

16 

stores are 

located? 

17 

A. 

No, I only --- no, only Holiday Liquor. 

18 

Q. 

So you lease the space for Century Lic[uor? 

19 

A. 

Correct. 

20 

Q. 

Also, lease the space for Come-and-Go 

21 

market? 


22 

A. 

Correct. 

23 

Q. 

How long have you owned Century Liquor? 

24 

A. 

For only on or around April 2006. 

25 

Q. 

So that would be for approximately -- 

26 

A. 

Thirteen years. 

27 

Q. 

Thirteen years? How long have you owned 

28 

Come-and-Go 

Market? 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




11 


1 

A. 

Around 2011. 

2 

Q. 

On for approximately eight years? 

3 

A. 

Yes. 2011, 2012. 

4 

Q. 

And you also previously operated another 

5 

liquor store that you sold? 

6 

A. 

Correct. 

7 

Q. 

What was the name of that store? 

8 

A. 

Will's Liquor. 

9 

Q. 

How do you spell that? 

10 

A. 

Will's, W-I-L-L-'-S, Liquor. 

11 

Q. 

What was the address of that liquor store? 

12 

A, 

6513-15 West Boulevard, Inglewood, 

13 

California 

90302. 

14 

Q. 

And you sold that store in 2017? 

15 

A. 

Correct. 

16 

Q. 

Did you own the property that that store 

17 

was located 

on? 

18 

A. 

Correct. 

19 

Q. 

And did you also sell the property? 

20 

A. 

No. 

21 

Q. 

So you still own the property that the 

22 

store is located on? 

23 

A. 

Correct. 

24 

Q. 

Is will's Liquor still operating there? 

25 

A. 

Yes. 

26 

Q. 

When did you first start operating 

27 

Will's Liquor? 

28 

A. 

I believe around 2010, also. 2010, 2011. 
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Q. Are you individually the owner of these 
businesses or is the owner an entity? 

A. No, individual. 

Q. And that's true for all of the four liquor 

stores we've discussed? 

A. Correct. 

Q. With respect to the real property at 4966 
West Adams are you individually the owner or is it an 
entity? 

A. As we speak Freetown Holdings is the owner 

Q. Did you -- did you own the property 

individually and the past. 

A. Correct. 

Q. And when did it transfer from you to 
Freetown Holdings Company? 

A. I believe two years ago. Three years ago, 

two years ago, approximately. 

Q. And when did you acquire the real property 
that Will's Liquor is located on? 

A. I believe, 2009, '10. 2010, 2011. Around 

the same time I purchased the store. 

Q. And do you still own that property 

individual or is it owned -- 

A. Freetown. 

Q. So Freetown Holdings company also the owns 

the property that Will's Liquor is located on? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you own that property individually 
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1 

in the past? 

2 

A. Correct. 

3 

Q. And when did it transfer from you to 

4 

Freetown? 

5 

A. For refinancing -- 

6 

MR. NWABUZOR: Just answer the question. 

7 

THE WITNESS: I'm trying the remember. 

8 

MR. NWABUZOR: When? 

9 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

10 

Q. When? 

11 

A. I believe I have to look at the date when I 

12 

transferred it. Maybe three years ago, four years ago. 

13 

Q. Was it around the same time that you 

14 

transferred the holiday liquor property? 

15 

A. Nothing before that. I believe maybe 

16 

before that. 

17 

MR. NWABUZOR: Which property are we talking about 

18 

here? 

19 

THE WITNESS: Will's Liquor. 

20 

MR. NWABUZOR: Okay. 

21 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

22 

Q. How many employees do you have to operate 

23 

these three liquor stores that you have? 

24 

A. About two, three -- Seven employees, eight 

25 

employees. 

26 

Q. Have you owned any businesses other than 

27 

the four liquor stores we've discussed? 

28 

A. Freetown Holdings. 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



15 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Yes. 

A. 250,000. 

Q. How much did you pay for the real property 

that the business is located on? 

A. 500,000. 

Q. Do you know how much the business is worth 

today? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Again, objection. Invades the 
right to his own financial privacy and completely 
overbroad and irrelevant to the subject matter of this 
lawsuit. So I would instruct him to not answer the 
question. 

MS. ROBERTSON: I assume you're going to tahe your 
lawyer's instruction, 

THE WITNESS: Perfect. 

(Instructed not to answer,) 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So your answer is "yes," you're going to 

follow his instructions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Just so I don't have to ask that every 

time, is it fair to say that any time he instructs you 
not the answer today, you will be following his 
instructions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Thank you. 

Have you ever offered Holiday Liquor for 
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1 

sale? 


2 

A. 

No. 

3 

Q. 

Has anyone ever made an offer to purchase 

4 

it from you? 

5 

A. 

Yes. 

6 

Q. 

Who was that? 

7 

A. 

C.I.M. Group. 

8 

Q. 

How much did they offer? 

9 

A. 

They offered to purchase the real property 

10 

and the business for 2.6 million. 

11 

Q. 

And when did they that offer? 

12 

A. 

I believe on or around November, 2017, yes. 

13 

Q. 

What was your response to the offer? 

14 

A. 

"No. " 

15 

Q. 

How did C.I.M. Group get in touch with you? 

16 

A. 

An agent working on behalf of them 

17 

approached me, asked if I would sell the property, and I 

18 

gave it a 

thought and they sent me an offer but it was 

19 

not acceptable to what I should do. 

20 

Q. 

Nilson Pineda is your manger at 

21 

Holiday Liquor; is that correct? 

22 

A. 

Yes. 

23 

Q. 

How long has he worked for you? 

24 

A. 

since 2011, '12. I don't recall. 

25 

MS. 

ROBERTSON: For the Court reporter's benefit 

26 

that first name is N-I-L-S-O-N. And the last name is 

27 

P-I-N-E-D- 

■A. 

28 
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BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. How much do you pay him? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Again, I would object to the 
question as irrelevant, invades the right to the 
operation of his business and financial privacy, our 
letter to this lawsuit and I would instruct him to not 
answer the question. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: Would you make the same 
instruction regarding any question about Mr. Pineda's 
compensation? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Yes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So, I don't think anyone would dispute that 

you're a very successful businessman. I assume your 
liquor store businesses are profitable; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did Holiday Liquor earn a profit in 2018? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How much? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Again, he's not going to answer the 

question. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: You're instruction him -- 

MR. NWABUZOR: I'm instruction him, yeah. Invades 
his right to privacy. I was basing it on what we 
discussed before, that any issues relating to the 
financials of himself and his business beyond the scope 
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of this lawsuit from now, and he's not going to provide 
responses to those questions. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Okay. I appreciate the objection. 

I need to ask the questions so that if I want to compel 
them later, I have them on the record, but I do 
understand the objection. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Is Holiday on track to earn a profit in 

2019? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Irrelevant. Invades 
his right to privacy. 

If you know, you may answer. 

TEIE WITNESS: I'm not sure. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Did your other liquor stores earn a profit 

in 2018? 

MR. NWABUZOR: I'm going to object on that line of 
questioning. He has his right to privacy, financial 
privacy. I will instDTuct him to not answer the question 
related to Holiday Liquor. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: Maybe I can speed this up by 
saying, any questions I ask about Holiday Liquor's 
finances, will you be providing the same instruction? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Not to answer, that is? 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. What is your net worth? 
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interest and information, and I will instruct him to 
snot answer. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: Aad for the record, we have had a 
discussion via e-mail on this topic, which I won't 
repeat now, but I just wanted to note that. 

Would you give the same instruction 
regarding questions related to Freetown Holdings 
company's finances ? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: And Would you instruct him not to 
answer on an estimate of his assets and liabilities? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

MS. ROBERTSON: And Freetown Holdings Company's 
assets and liabilities? 

THE WITNESS: Correct. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. I'm sorry if I asked this question, but I 

can't remember if I asked it with respect to 
Holiday Liquor or the property, so have you ever listed 
4966 West Adams for sale? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever engaged a real estate agent 
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1 

about the possibility of listing that property for sale? 

2 

A. 

No. 

3 

Q. 

Have you ever spoken to a real estate agent 

4 

about the possibility of listing it for sale? 

5 

A. 

Yes. 

6 

Q. 

When was that? 

7 

A. 

Sometimes last year. 2018. 

8 

Q. 

Do you recall if it was before or after 

9 

this lawsuit 

was filed? 

10 

A. 

Before. 

11 

Q. 

You ultimately decided not to sell the 

12 

property? 


13 

A. 

Yes* 

14 

Q. 

Why is that? 

15 

A. 

Because I'm working on developing the 

16 

property myself. 

17 

COURT REPORTER: Can I ask you to repeat that: 

18 

"Because I'm 

working"? 

19 

THE WITNESS: On developing the property myself. 

20 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

21 

Q. 

What will that development entail? 

22 

A. 

Mixed use. Residential; commercial. 

23 

Q. 

will that development include the lot next 

24 

door to Holiday Liquor at 4958 West Adams? 

25 

A. 

Correct. 

26 

Q. 

And would it include any other properties 

27 

on that block? 

28 

A. 

I'm not sure, but asking nextdoor if he can 
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1 

sell it. 


2 

Q. 

When you say next door, which address are 

3 

you referring to? 

4 

A. 

East of 4958 on the comer. 

5 

Q. 

But it does not include the church? 

6 

A. 

No. 

7 

Q. 

How many commercial spaces would the 

8 

development 

have? 

9 

A. 

We're looking at six. 

10 

Q. 

And how many residential units would it 

11 

have? 


12 

A. 

Looking at 25 to 28. 

13 

Q. 

When did you begin planning for this 

14 

development? 


15 

A. 

since 2017. 

16 

Q. 

If you proceeded with the development, you 

17 

would have to demolish the existing structures; is that 

18 

correct? 


19 

A. 

Correct. 

20 

Q. 

So you would have to close Holiday Liquor? 

21 

A. 

Correct. 

22 

Q. 

And this was something you were planning on 

23 

proceeding with prior to this lawsuit being filed? 

24 

A, 

Correct. 

25 

Q. 

Do you still intend to proceed with the 

26 

development ? 


27 

A. 

Yes. 

28 

Q. 

Do you have a timeline? 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




_ 22 

A. Well, I'm looking at breaking ground 
somewhere around 2020. 

Q. Have you engaged a contractor or any other 

people to help you with this development? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who have you engaged? 

MR, NWABUZOR: I think I would object to that, 
again, who he engaged is irrelevant and invade his own 
right to privacy, but you may answer that if you know. 

THE WITNESS: M.L.K. and Associates, is the 
manager. 

COURT REPORTER: Can you say that again, please. 

THE WITNESS: M.L.K. and Associates. Product 
manager. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Do you have a contract with the project 

manager? 

A. Contract is still to be vetted. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Excuse me. Did you say a "contractor" or 

"contract"? 

Q. A contract. Like do you have a signed 
contract -- 

A. Yes. 

Q. Urn -- 

A. Yes. With the primary, yes, 

Q. Okay. Let me just finish the question just 

to clean it up a little bit. 
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Do you have a signed contract with the 
project manager? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. I want to talk ahout some of the 

remedial measures that we have discussed and that you 
may have taken before and after the lawsuit, but before 
I do that let me ask you, in your declaration you have 
stated. 

"I have done a lot more than any 
other business establishment in the area 
to prevent any form of criminal conduct 
within and around the premises of the 
store." 

Do you recall making that statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I'm going to show you a map that I'll mark 

as Exhibit 1. You can see -- if you can see the little 
read dot sort of in the middle. That's where 
Holiday Liquor is located. 

(MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION: DEFENSE 
EXHIBIT 1, GOOGLE MAP.) 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. When you say you have done a lot more than 

any other business establishments in the area what area 
are you referring to? 

A. I will talk about from La Brea going east 
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1 

on Adams to Rampart going west on Adams. 

2 

Q. 

You're referring specifically to the 

3 

businesses 

on West Adams Boulevard? 

4 

A. 

Correct. 

5 

Q. 

Can you think of specific businesses that 

6 

you're referring to? 

7 

A. 

You mean the liquor stores? 

8 

Q. 

what are are those liquors stores? 

9 

A. 

Longs Market, the Chevron gas station and 

10 

Holiday Liquor. 

11 

Q. 

Have you visited Longs Market before? 

12 

A. 

Yes. 

13 

Q. 

How many times have you visited 

14 

Longs Market? 

15 

A. 

Every day. 

16 

Q. 

What is the last time you were there? 

17 

A. 

This morning. 

18 

Q. 

Do you know the owner or manager of Longs? 

19 

A. 

They have a new owner. No, I don't know 

20 

the current 

owner. They have changed hands three times 

21 

this year, 

from last year to this year. 

22 

Q. 

And have you spoken in the last year to any 

23 

of the owners or managers of Longs? 

24 

A. 

The previous one, yes. 

25 

Q. 

When did the current owner acquire Longs? 

26 

A. 

I believe sometime this year, middle of 

27 

this year. 


28 

Q. 

When did you speak with the prior owner? 
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A. On or around -- well, I have several 

discussions with her, but I went there specifically 
started a conversation with her, the new owner, before 
the old owner, um, I was would say June of 2018. 

Q. You started a conversation with the prior 

owner in June of 2018? 

A. Yes, when she took over. 

Q. And how many conversations would you say 

you had with her? 

A. Several. 

Q. What was the nature of those conversations? 

A. Just to discuss about the issues of the 

homelessness that's affecting the business in the area. 

Q. Did you ask that owner to do anything about 

homelessness? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you ask the owner to do? 

A. We talked about about the possibility of 

engaging in contact to crop out who the problem-makers 
are, especially those that doesn't follow the rules and 
orders by public intoxication and hanging around the 
stores and loitering around the stores. 

Q. So you asked the prior owner to identify 

the problem-makers? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What else? 

A. Don't serve them. 

COURT REPORTER: What was it? 

THE WITNESS: Don't serve them. Refuse service. 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Did you ask the prior owner to do anything 

else? 

A. To contact me to exchange information on 

video surveillance. Also the possibility of hiring a 
security guard for the block from La Brea to Rampart. 

Q. Did you ask the prior owner of Longs to do 
anything else? 

A. That's about pretty much the issues. 

Q. And what response did you receive? 

A. She would think about it, and yes, she will 

communicate with me as far as refusing service for those 
that I've known to be loitering and drinking on the 
streets, but she did not come up with an agreement on 
hiring a security to kind of watch for both stores. 

Q. Did you come to any agreement regarding the 

video surveillance? 

A. Yes, we would share videos. 

Q. Are you aware of any criminal activity 

occurring at Longs? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What criminal activity are you aware of? 

A. Well, I know of the things that happens 

when one of the known loiterers and homeless guy went 
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and taped the store -- 

COURT REPORTER: "Tapped"? 

THE WITNESS: No, Ransacked the store, meaning 
they were on drugs, went in there and broke maybe almost 
$2000 worth of alcohol 2000, I believe, June of 2018. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. That was in June of 2018? 

A. Correct, 

Q. Are you aware of any other criminal 
activity occurring at Longs? 

A. Just, they have several robberies at the 

store. 

Q. When did those robberies occur? 

A. I believe on or aroimd 2016, 2017. 

Q. Do you know how many robberies occurred 

there? 

A. I know of two. 

Q. How do you know about these two robberies? 

A. They informed me, to keep me aware. 

Q. The prior owner informed you? 

A. Right. 

Q. So you are aware of two robberies that 
occurred in or around 2016 and or 2017? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Do you know any of the details regarding 
though robberies? 

A. No, other than they were robbed. 

Q. Meaning the cashier or the store employee 
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1 

was robbed? 

2 

A. 

The cashier was robbed. 

3 

Q. 

Are you aware of any other criminal 

4 

activity occurring at Longs Liquor? 

5 

A. 

Shooting. 

6 

Q. 

When did this shooting occur? 

7 

A. 

I believe on or around from 2015 to 2018. 

8 

Q. 

Is this one shooting or more than one 

9 

shooting; 


10 

A. 

I know of a couple of shootings that 

11 

happened. 


12 

Q. 

Is that two that you know of? 

13 

A. 

I'm aware of two shootings that would 

14 

happen. 


15 

Q. 

And these two shootings occurred between 

16 

2015 and 

2018? 

17 

A, 

Correct. 

18 

Q. 

Can you recall at all with more specificity 

19 

when the 

shootings occurred? 

20 

A. 

Not specifically, the year ended. Just 

21 

aware of 

a couple shooting that happens outside the 

22 

store. 


23 

Q. 

How did you become aware of these 

24 

shootings 

? 

25 

A. 

The ambulance; the police presence. 

26 

Q. 

Were you there when the shootings occurred? 

27 

A. 

No. 

28 

Q. 

So how did you become aware of ambulance 
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and police presence on site? 

A. My employees informed me there's a shooting 
at Longs Market. 

Q. What did your enployees say about it? 

A. There was a shooting at Longs Market. 

Q. Do you know any of the victims or suspects 
involved? 

A. I know one of the victims that was shot. 

Q. Who was that? 

A. He goes by the name Kevin. I don't know 

his last name. No, Ken. Ken. Kenney, you know. He's 
an old regular guy in and about. 

Q. Do you recall when Kenney was shot? 

A. I believe between 2015, 2000 -- 

COURT REPORTER: Did you say 2015 and 2018? 

THE WITNESS: No, I believe, 2012 to 2016. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So this would be the first of the two 

shootings that you -- 

A. No, that's the last of the first shooting. 

Q. This is the first shooting that you're 

aware of at Longs? 

A. Yes. Kenney. 

Q. And you believe that there was another 

shooting after that at Longs? 

A. I'm aware of, yeah. 

Q. Because your employees told you about it? 

A. One of them I was in the store. 
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Q. Was the shooting of Kenney or the other 
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one? 

A. The other one. 

Q. And what did you observe from your store 
before that shooting? 

A. I just --he had a ambulance and fire 

trucks going down there. 

Q. Why did you believe it was at Longs Market? 

A. Because they are just one block away from 

me. I can see from my store to Longs Market. 

Q. Do you have any more details about either 
of the shootings with respect to where exactly the 
victim was shot? 

A. Not really. I didn't pay attention to 

those. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Outside the scope. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Do you have any knowledge regarding whether 

the shootings were connected to Longs? 

A. Meaning? 

Q. Meaning, well, for example was the 
shooter -- was the victim or the shooter inside is 
store, or was someone loitering on front of the store? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Okay. Switching over to the Chevron. Have 

you ever visited the mini-mart where the Chevron is? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How frequently have you visited that 
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1 

mini-mart? 


2 

A. 

Almost once every week. Well, I pass 

3 

through there every day. I see Qievron straight across 

4 

from me. 


5 

Q. 

Meaning you drive? 

6 

A. 

I drive through there and once in a while I 

7 

walk over there. If I see too much activities of the 

8 

homelessness 

I walk over and let them know that they 

9 

need to disperse. 

10 

Q. 

Do you know the owner or operator of the 

11 

Chevron? 


12 

A. 

Yes. 

13 

Q. 

who is that? 

14 

A. 

The name escapes me. Maybe Ricky. 

15 

Q. 

Can you describe him? 

16 

A, 

Tall, skinny, Indian, Middle Eastern. 

17 

Q. 

Have you ever spoken to him about the 

18 

criminal activity? 

19 

1 

A, 

Yes. 

20 

Q. 

What was the nature of that conversation? 

21 

A. 

Just pretty much the same issues. We had a 

22 

meeting. Me, 

. him, and the owner of the previous 

23 

owner of Longs Market with L.A.P.D. pretty much trying 

24 

to seek help 

to come up with a solution on how they can 

25 

help us to take care of the homelessness, drugs and 

26 

prostitution 

in this surrounding area. 

27 

Q. 

Who was at that meeting? 

28 

A. 

John Bioando, the former or S.L.O, of 
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Southwest. 


MS. ROBERTSON: Before we go on, I'll just tell 
you it's B-I-O-N-D-0. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And who else was there? 

A. Urn, the officer from vice. He's from 
abatement. He was --he came to help me too, to trying 
to find out a solution. We can talk about the problems. 

Q. So it was you, the owner of Longs -- 

A. Longs Market. 

Q. -- the owner of the Chevron and officer 

Biondo and a vice officer. Was anyone else at the 
meeting? 

A. Community members. 

Q. How many community members? 

A. Maybe ten, 15. And this was the one 

that -- north of Adams behind the church, east of 
La Brea and west of Rampart, effected by homelessness 
and that in that area. 

Q. When did this meeting occur? 

A. I believe around between 2014, '15, '16. 

Q. Three years ago. 

A. Do you recall taking any action following 

that meeting? 

A. Well, they have increased patrol. 

Q. You're referring to L.A.P.D.? 

A. L.A.P.D. increased patrol. 

Q. Do you recall take any action, yourself, in 
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response to what was discussed at the meeting? 

A. Yes. Part of what I do, identify who 
the -- what I do is, I don't serve them, those who are 
known to be loiterers and homeless, items. I have sign 
"we reserve right to refuse service." So I don't serve 
them. 

Q. Did you do anything else immediately 

following that meeting? 

A. Well, I've always had -- security has 
always been part of my call... 

Q. Security has always been part of your...? 

A. Part of my call steps. I have cameras in 

and out of the store. We have them on our phones, we 
can see who's outside the store as far as La Brea. 

Q. Did you have any other meetings or 
conversations with the the owner of the Chevron other 
than this meeting in 2014, 2015? 

A. Zack. Zack is the name. Pretty much Zack 

is the one on Chevron. I'm not sure he operates the 
store by his dad. He operated his dad. Zack. We 
talked pretty much every day. We meet, we discuss 
because we have the same issues. 

Q. And did you -- have you ever requested that 
Zack do anything? 

A. Yes. Like he does. Same thing. He has -- 
he has someone because he has security for, I think, 
from 4:00. No, from 6:00 to 10:00 also. Yeah, 
security. 
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Q. Are you aware of anything else that they 

does? 

A. Pretty much just try to get them out as 

they hang around bugging customers. And that's one of 
his issues the homeless people are always at the station 
those. That I know, I walk over and let them know. 

It's an issue for Zack. 

Q. Do you know what Chev -- the mini-mart, the 
Chevron mini-minute mart hours of operation are? 

A. Twenty-four hours. 

Q. The Mini-Mart is open 24 hours? 

A. I believe they close the door from -- I'm 

not sure -- from 11:00 to 6:00 a.m. That's when they 
don't let people come in they just go to the window. 

Q. Do you know if they sell alcohol after 

11:00 p.m.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How late do they sell alcohol? 

A. I think they operate at the same time 

allowed by ABC from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. 

Q. Do you know the Longs hours of operation? 

A. Longs hours, yes. I believe Longs is open 

from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. 

Q. During the course of the case we've 
discussed a number of remedial measures that can be 
taken at Holiday Liquor, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And some of these have already been 
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implemented. I assume you agree that the safety of your 
customers is inportant? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Argumentative. You may 
answer. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And likewise the safety of Holiday Liquor's 
neighbor's is important as well? 

A. Yes. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Argumentative. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. You don't want anyone getting hurt at 

Holiday Liquor? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You won't want anyone to be a victim of 

crime at your store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you don't want your store to be 

attractive to criminals. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have a glass or plastic wall between 

the store and your cashier? 
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Q. Do you believe that the plaintiff is trying 

the close your store in this case? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What's the basis of that belief? 

A. Because it's in the report. 

Q. What report? 

A. The declaration from recommendation from 

the S.L.O. asking the plaintiff to close my sore. 

Q. Have you seen the judgment that the 

plaintiff has proposed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you wear that that judgment does not 
ask the Court to close the store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You mentioned in your declaration that 

plaintiff's have shifted their position. Do you recall 
that statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How has the plaintiff shifted it's 

position? 

A. I talked the to the person in cooperation 

to work with me with the store hours, and I have done, I 
think, 99 percent of what the Plaintiff's asked me to 
do. And I believe they asked me two minutes at the 
station. We will come up with an agreement. And I 
think four hours' difference in security time. I think 
is insignificant for the 99 percent of what I have done 
to work with Plaintiff's, even though I believe 
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1 

A.B.C. even though I believe I have operated in 

2 

compliance with the rules set forth by A.B.C. which is 

3 

the report for alcohol and sales in the business that I 

4 

am operating. 

5 

Q. You have installed video cameras at your 

6 

store. When did you installed those cameras at Holiday 

7 

Liquor? 

8 

A. I always have security cameras at the 

9 

store. 

10 

Q. When did you provide police with remote 

11 

access to those cameras? 

12 

A. Have always have access. The cashier, I 

13 

give him access on or around. June of 2018. 

14 

Q. When you say you give him remote access. 

15 

you mean remote on his phone, correct? 

16 

A. Correct. 

17 

Q. It's your testimony that you gave him that 

18 

access before this lawsuit was filed? 

19 

A. I don't recall when the lawsuit was filed 

20 

when. I believe before the lawsuit was filed around the 

21 

same time. 

22 

Q. Do you recall police asking you for access 

23 

on there phones prior to the time you gave asset to 

24 

officer Garcia? 

25 

A. They never asked me access to the phone. 

26 

Q. Officer Mejia never asked you for remote 

27 

access? 

28 

A. She never asked. I offered. 
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Q. 

She never offered? 


A. 

I offered. 


Q. 

When did you observe 

that? 

A. 

First meeting we had 

with Alvin. Alvin was 


the Deputy City Attorney. We met, and she never made 
the time to meet and make that happen. 

Q. Did you ever send her an e-mail or provide 
her with any written instructions on how to remotely 
access the cameras? 

A. No. 

Q. You've already received signage on the 

store windows to conply with the request of police; is 
that correct? 

A. Correct, 

Q. When did you do that? 

A. This is way back in 2013, '14 when Officer 

Biondo was in charge of West Adams area. 

COURT REPORTER: "West"? 

THE WITNESS: West Adams. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. It's true that under A.B.C. regulations 

signage cannot obstruct the view of law enforcement 
personnel into the interior of the store, correct. 

A. I'm not sure. 

MR. NWABUZOR: I would just object to the 
question. It calls for legal opinion. But if I know 
it, you may testify. 

THE WITNESS: I know the City have an ordinance 
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that the window should not take -- the window sign 
should not take 50 percent of the signage. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Are you familiar with the A.B.C. 
regulations? 

A. Yes. 

Q. But you don't know if there is an A.B.C. 
regulation related to signage? 

A. I noticed if you have a condition, I know 

some stores have a condition. I have no condition of 
that. 

Q. But were you familiar with an A.B.C. 
regulation to store signage? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What that is your understanding of that 
regulation? 

A. If you have a condition. Most stores have 

conditions. I didn't have no condition. No signage to 
be on the window. 

Q. So you're not aware of an A.B.C. regulation 

that governs all store signage absent a condition? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well, counsel, I think he testified 
that what he is aware is it a condition. 

THE WITNESS: Conditions of signage? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Because he understand it. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. You posted a no tresspass sign on 

Holiday Liquor,- is that correct? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. When did you post the no tresspass sign? 

A. We always have it. 

Q. You provided a sign tresspass arrest 
authorization to the L.A.P.D.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you do that? 

A. I wanted have done it earlier. This last 

one was done officer cashier. 2018 I signed one with 
him. 

Q. Did you have a signed tresspass arrest 
authorization in 2017? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. Did you have a sign trespass arrest 

authorization in 2016? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. So is your testimony that you've always had 

a sign trespass arrest authorization on file? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you're aware that they last for only 12 

months at a time? 

A. Yes, I thiiik so. I think I have to go 

back. 

Q. Did you promptly renew the tresspass arrest 

authorization each time it expired? 

A. I'm -- I don't recall if promptly, but I'll 

go down and sign another one. 

Q. You say you hired security guards. When 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




41 


did you first hire security guards at Holiday Liquor? 

A. Well, I've always have had security guards, 
on and off throughout the year doing Holiday season. 

Q. And are the security guards that you've 
hired always been state licensed? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Who are the security guards that you've 

hired? 

A. I went through the company link, [sic] 

legacy. Legacy Security Company. 

Q. Is that the same security company that 

you've always used? 

A. Right. 

Q. You've always -- 

A. On and off when there is a need. When I 

feel like there is a need and absence of police present, 
not enough patrol. I'll and call them out. 

Q. Did you have a security guard from -- 

strike that. 

Have you ever hired security guards other 
than from the conpany you just referenced? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you have security at Holiday Liquor in 

2018? 

A. End of 2018. 

Q. In December? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you have any security guard between 
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1 

January and November of 2018? 

2 

A. 

No, 

3 

Q. 

Did you have any security guard at during 

4 

2017 at Holiday Liquor? 

5 

A. 

Probably around December. 

6 

Q. 

So just around the Christmas Holiday? 

7 

A. 

Yeah to New Year. 

8 

Q. 

Did you have a security guard at any other 

9 

time during 

2017? 

10 

A. 

Around Holiday time from Christmas to 

11 

New Year's. 


12 

Q. 

How much do you have to pay for the 

13 

security guard? 

14 

A. 

$25 dollars an hour. 

15 

Q. 

That's your current guard that you're using 

16 

is $25 an hour? 

17 

A. 

Correct. 

18 

Q. 

Has that always been this rate? 

19 

A. 

No. 

20 

Q. 

What was it previously? 

21 

A. 

Before I believe it was giving me 23, 

22 

somewhere in 

there. 

23 

Q. 

And have you shopped around for security 

24 

guards? 


25 

A. 

Yes. 

26 

Q. 

What other security firms have you 

27 

considered besides Legacy? 

28 

A. 

I can't recall off the top. The names I 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 




have --we discussed at the office, but the it was $30 
an hour. 

COURT REPORTER: How much? 

THE WITNESS: Thirty dollars an hour. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. That was one other security corrpany that 
you looked at? 

A. No, I looked up three more companies. 

Q- Is that in addition to Legacy you looked at 

three other companies? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And what were the rates that were quoted to 

you? 

A. From 95 to 30 dollars an hour. 

Q. Is there currently a security guard at 

Holiday Liquor every day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. From 6:00 p.m. to close? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there a security guard at 

Holiday Liquor everyday last week from 6:00 p.m. to 
close? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Which security guard was that? 

A. I have two. Marty, M-A-R-T-Y, Barretts. I 

forget how the spell his last name. And I have another 
guy, Jose. 

Q. Jose, the other one? 
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1 

A. 

Yes. 

2 

Q. 

And they are both from Legacy? 

3 

A. 

Yes. 

4 

Q. 

Do you recall who was working there last 

5 

week? 


6 

A. 

It was in Jose and Marty. 

7 

Q. 

They were both there all week? 

8 

A. 

Yeah, changed. 

9 

Q. 

So there was one there each day? 

10 

A. 

Correct. 

11 

Q. 

Since you hired security in December of 

12 

2018, have 

there been any days where security was not 

13 

present at Holiday Liquor? 

14 

A. 

Not that I can recall. 

15 

CDURT 

REPORTER: What was the answer? 

16 

THE WITNESS: Not that I recall. 

17 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

18 

Q. 

And this started in December of 2018, 

19 

correct? 


20 

A. 

Correct. 

21 

Q. 

You've reduced Holiday Liquor hours of 

22 

operation. 

So that you close at midnight; is that 

23 

correct? 


24 

A. 

Yes. 

25 

Q. 

And when did you change the hours of 

26 

operations? 


27 

A. 

I believe in -- it's on the declaration. 

28 

Sometime in 

last December or I can't recall. 
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Q. He can't help you? 

A. I can't recall sometimes, based on the 
declaration, you know. 

Q. Was it -- it was after this lawsuit was 

filed? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And would you estimate that it was around 

December or January that just passed? 

A. Yes, this year. Say, maybe February, 

March, December sometimes. February, March. 

Q. Is it fair to say at the beginning of this 

year you changed your hours of operation so that you 
close at midnight instead of 2:00 a.m.; is that correct? 
A. Correct. 

Q. Have you stayed open after midnight any 

days since you made that change? 

A. No. 

Q. Prior to that you stayed open until 

2:00 a.m.; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you undertaken an evaluation of the 

financial impact of closing at midnight? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Vague and ambiguous. 

Do you understand the question? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I have. Yes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And what evaluation did you undertake? 

A. I said probably just looking at my sales 
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maybe 25 percent now. 


Q. How did you calculate that? 

A. Based on my purchases. 

Q. Have you -- do you have anything else? 

A. Cortpany told me my purchases are down. 

Q. Have you documented this change? 

A. Since it just started, no. 

Q. And why do you attribute the purchases 
deemed --or the sales other you said your purchases are 
down, correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Why do you attribute the purchases being 
down to the closing time as opposed to other factors? 

A. Because that's we sell more -- more 
alcohol, between the hours of 11 to midnight at 
2:00 a.m. 

Q. How did you calculate that your purchases 

were down? 

A. Company. 

Q. What do you mean about that? 

A. The company had pretty much a track of our 

sales for every month, so say, if you order 5,000 every 
month of beer, and next month you only order 4,000. So 
your sales are down, purchases are down as well. We are 
closing earlier now. 

Q. So are you referring to -- specifically, to 

alcohol when you say your purchases are down? 

A. Pretty much everything. Water, alcohol 
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miscellaneous. 

Q. How much were your purchases in what was 

your average monthly purchases prior to the change? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well -- 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Hours of operation? 

MR. NWABUZOR: That will -- I will object to that 
as the issue of privacy of his finance, but he's allowed 
to and we testified and his value that we've been 
talking about. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Sure. Is your estimate based on roughly a 

balancing numbers, so I'm asking you, have you sat down 
with a calculator and tried to figure out the exact 
percentage? 

A. Not yet, because it's still ongoing. 

Q. So you would agree that this is a rough 

estimate? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You state in your declaration that you've 

stopped selling inexpensive single-serve liquors, and 
that the only single-serve liquors that you now sell are 
micor-brewery products and IPA's; is that correct? 

A. Yes, some of it. 

Q. Say that again. 

A. Yes, because I discontinued some of the 
malt liquors that I used to sell. 

Q. Other than the micro-brewery products and 
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IPA's, are there any other single serving containers of 
alcohol that you sell? 

A. Yes, inported. 

Q. Imported? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What? 

A. Meaning Modelos, Heinekin, Guinness. 

Q. What's the least expensive single-serving 

container of alcohol that you sell? 

A. Well, I also have the 150. 

Q. One dollar, 50 cents? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So what you've discontinued is the sale of 
40-ounce containers of malt liquor; is that correct? 

A. I don't have malt. No, I have some 

40-ounce, I have 40-ounce. The 16-ounces and pretty 
much I know the cost of my base, I know what they buy. 

COURT REPORTER: "Buy"? 

THE WITNESS: What they buy. 

COURT REPORTER: What they "Pay"? They "buy"? 

THE WITNESS: No, no, no. What they purchase. 
What they purchase. So homelessness and transients, 
what they purchase from the store, I discontinued. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Do you still sell some 40-ounce containers 

of alcohol? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What are those? 
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A. Budweiser, Bud Light and MG's. 

Q. And you still some 6-ounce containers of 

alcohol; is that correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. What are those? 

A. Budweiser comes in 6-ounce, and they 

have -- now they change the packages even though they -- 
beer, like wine base. I'm not sure what you know about 
beer. They have the Lime-A-Rita and now, different 
flavors Lime-A-Rita. 

COURT REPORTER: Budweiser Lime-A-Rita? 

THE WITNESS; Lim-A-Rita. Budweiser Lime-A-Rita. 

MS. ROBERTSON: I think it's -- I'm sorry to say 

that I know this -- Lime, dash. A, dash, Rita. R-I-T-A. 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, I'm sorry, you drink it? 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. I've seen it. 

A. Okay. So the industry is changing so much, 

you know. 

Q. And what is the approximate price of 
40-ounce Budweisers that you sell? 

A. Five dollars. 

Q. And what's the approximate price of the 
16-ounce ounce items that you sell? 

A. Lime-A-Rita, 250. 

Q. And the inported beers and IPA, those are 

the ones that would be around $1.50? 

A. No, the beer the IPA's arrange up to $15. 
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1 

Q. 

What's the low end? 

2 

A. 

$4.50 -- 

3 

Q. 

And what -- I'm sorry. 

4 

A. 

$4.50, IPA. 

5 

Q. 

And what is it that you sell or $1.50? 

6 

A. 

The Bud Light, Budweiser. Miller High 

7 

Life. 


8 

Q. 

You stopped selling some of the 40-ounce 

9 

malt liquors; am I correct? 

10 

A. 

No, 16-ounce malt liquor. 

11 

Q. 

You stopped selling 16-ounce malt liquors? 

12 

A. 

Some of them, yes. 

13 

Q. 

Did you stoping anything else? 

14 

A. 

I stopped selling them, yes, the name 

15 

Brand, the popular name brand consumed by homeless and 

16 

transients. 


17 


Have you attenpted to determine whether 

18 

stopping the 

sale of popular 16-ounce malt liquors has 

19 

had a financial impact on Holiday Liquor? 

20 

A. 

Yes. 

21 

Q. 

And how did you do that? 

22 

A. 

Well, I haven't tried. 

23 

Q. 

Have you instructed your employees to 

24 

refuse the sale of alcohol to transients and homeless 

25 

people? 


26 

A. 

Yes. 

27 

Q. 

When did you provide this instruction to 

28 

your enployees? 
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1 

A. 

I've always done it. 

2 

Q. 

Did you provide instructions regarding how 

3 

to identify 

transients or homeless person? 

4 

A. 

We know them. 

5 

Q. 

Have you monitored your employees ’ 

6 

corrpliance with this instruction? 

7 

A. 

Yes. 

8 

Q. 

How do you do that? 

9 

A. 

Through the camera. 

10 

Q. 

How frequently are you at Holiday Liquor on 

11 

a weekly basis? 

12 

A. 

Every day. 

13 

Q. 

And how long are you there? 

14 

A. 

In and out, say, eight to ten hours a day. 

15 

Q. 

You're in and out over an eight to ten 

16 

outer period, or you're actually in there for eight to 

17 

ten hours? 


18 

A, 

No, I'm in and out between hours of 

19 

operation. 

I might come in the morning pretty much come 

20 

in during peak hours, peak hours, evening times. 

21 

Q. 

What are the peak hours? 

22 

A. 

From six to midnight. 

23 

Q. 

Are you there continuously from six to 

24 

midnight? 


25 

A. 

Sometimes. 

26 

Q. 

How often are you there continuously from 

27 

six to midnight? 

28 

A. 

Four to six days of the week. 
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1 

Q. 

And how long have you been keeping this 

2 

schedule? 


3 

A. 

Ever since. 

4 

Q. 

Ever since what? 

5 

A. 

I owned the store. I don't go on vacation. 

6 

Q. 

So is it fair to say you're at the store 

7 

around six hours a day and four to six days a week? 

8 

A. 

Sometimes it's eight hours a day? 

9 

Q. 

Is it sometimes less than that? 

10 

MR. 

NWABUZOR: Objection. It's an estimation. 

11 

THE 

WITNESS: Sometimes. 

12 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

13 

Q. 

Do you have any employees at the store 

14 

other than Mr. Pineda? 

15 

A. 

Yes. 

16 

Q. 

Who is that? 

17 

A. 

Michael. 

18 

Q. 

What's Miguel's last name? 

19 

A. 

Michael. 

20 

Q. 

Oh, Michael, What' s Michael' s last name? 

21 

A. 

I have to spell it. Acquizie (phoneticly) 

22 

I can't spell it. 

23 

Q. 

Do you have any other employees? 

24 

A. 

My son. 

25 

Q. 

When does he work at the store? 

26 

A. 

In and out. Sometimes in the morning even 

27 

after school. 

28 

Q. 

How old is he? 
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1 

A. 

Twenty-one. 

2 

Q. 

How long has he worked at the store? 

3 

A. 

For the past two years. 

4 

Q. 

Are you always there when he's there? 

5 

A, 

No. 

6 

Q. 

Does he ever work nights? 

7 

A. 

No, I work nights. 

8 

Q. 

So your son doesn't work at night? 

9 

A. 

No. 

10 

Q. 

When does he get off work in the evening? 

11 

A, 

Sometime after 4:00* 

12 

Q. 

4:00 p.m.? 

13 

A. 

Yes. It dependents, when I got out late, 

14 

he can go 

home. 

15 

Q. 

Do you have any other employees? 

16 

A. 

Damien. 

17 

Q. 

Damien? 

18 

A. 

Damien. 

19 

Q. 

And anyone else? 

20 

A. 

Rigo. 

21 

Q. 

Do you know how to spell that? 

22 

A. 

R-I-G-0. 

23 

Q. 

Rigo? Do you know Damien's last name? 

24 

A. 

I have to look at my phone. 

25 

Q. 

Do you know Rigo's last name? 

26 

A. 

I have to look at my file. 

27 

Q. 

Do you have any other employees? 

28 

A. 

No. 
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1 

Q. 

What is Michael's job. 

2 

A. 

Cashier. 

3 

Q. 

And how about your son? 

4 

A. 

Cashier, stock. 

5 

Q. 

And Damien? 

6 

A. 

Just pretty much cashier, stock. 

7 

Q. 

And Rigo? 

8 

A. 

Same thing. What is Mr. Pineda's job? 

9 

A. 

Cashier, stock. Pretty much oversee 

10 

anything when I'm not around. 

11 

Q. 

Is he the only one that you would consider 

12 

a manager 

other than yourself? 

13 

A. 

Yes. 

14 

Q. 

How many hours a week does Mr. Pineda work? 

15 

A, 

Well, almost 60, 70. 

16 

Q. 

How frequently do you monitor the cameras? 

17 

A. 

As necessary. 

18 

Q. 

Do you look at them every day? 

19 

A. 

Yes. 

20 

Q. 

If you had to estimate how much time you 

21 

spend look 

at the cameras on a given day, what would 

22 

your estimate be? 

23 

A. 

I would say, on and off, maybe five or ten 

24 

minutes, on and off. Maybe two, three hours. 

25 

Q. 

How frequently do you go to your other 

26 

liquor stores? 

27 

A. 

Maybe once a day. 

28 

Q. 

So you're at all three of your liquor 
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stores pretty much every day? 

A. No. Only three. Maybe I might keep a 

store every day. Long Beach store since it's farther 
and I go once every night. 

Q. Is it fair to say you typically visit two 

out of the three of your stores every day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you visit Holiday like more often than 

the other stores? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How frequently are you at the Long Beach 

store? 

A. Maybe two times a week. 

Q. And how frequently are you at Century? 

A. Four or five times a week. 

Q. What time of day are you typically at the 

Century store? 

A. Often in the morning time. 

Q. You say you've trained and instructed 

employees to urge transients and loiterers to leave the 
sidewalk adjoining the store with the threat to call the 
police when they refuse to leave the area; is that 
correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you provide this training and 

instruction to your employees? 

A. To every employee, yes, before -- upon 

hiring them. 
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Q. And you've provided that instruction to 

every single employee at Holiday Liquor upon hiring 
them? 

A. We have a monitor right behind the counter 
that you can see at all times whose outside. Right 
behind the counter. 

Q. And I don't think you answered my question. 
Can you read that question back. 

(Record read.) 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you monitoring your employees to insure 

their coirpliance? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How? 

A. Because I can see when I'm look at the 

cameras. When people are outside I can see them going 
out talking to them, sometimes I asked them what 
happened? They will tell me, he was taking outside and 
they have to leave. 

Q. Have you ever called the police because 

someones refused to leave? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you do that? 

A. Several times. 

Q. You remember the last time you did that? 

A. Not lately. Sometime, maybe last year. 

Q. Do you remember the circumstance of that 

incident? 
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A. Whenever the last time I believe I called 
when I see a lot of young kids congregating, so-called 
gang members, and I will call them, let them know they 
have been there for five, ten minutes, even though they 
didn't come. 

Q. And how many times has that happened? 

A. Several times. 

Q. Can you give me a range? So when you say 

"several" is that three? Five? 

A. I would say five, ten times I've called. 

Q. Called text Garcia. Several times I will 

text him let him know. Just one day sitting outside no 
moving across the street. I will text him, he say, give 
me description. 

Q. Have any of your employees ever called 
police because someone has refused to leave? 

A. I'm sure. 

Q. Can you think of a specific example? 

A. I don't recall lately that they have 

called. They have to call. Most of the time during 
conplaint has to leave. 

Q. You say in your declaration that this 
training and instruction has worked. Do you recall that 
statement? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you mean by that? 

A. Meaning, we don't have people hanging out 

at our store. They know when coming inside the store, 
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we refuse them serving at the store, so we don't have 
the transients and whoever will come to our store to 
purchase, to make purchases, we will sit and cross past 
our store and go the down the Longs make their purchase. 
Sometimes when they will show us what they purchased and 
make the walk back up to the comer, up to the La Brea 
and Adams where they all congregate. 

Q. You say that you've reported a drug dealer 
in the neighborhood to L.A.P.D.; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. When did you make that report? 

A. I believe on or about 2015. I was aware of 

Lala being one of the sever in the road to the homeless 
people, and I helped Detective Morton to solve a case 
through my camera system, and I asked him to help me. I 
told him to take care of Lala because she's one of the 
dealers in the area to the homeless people. 

And I work with detective Reyes, R-E-Y-E-S 
and gave more information and everything else and. . . 

Q. How did you become familiar with Lala? 

A. Just see her, see her around. 

Q. Was she a customer? Was it a she? I'm 

sorry. 

A. It's a she, it's a she. Sometimes she will 

come to the store make a purchase. 

Q. Where would you see her around? 

A. Huh? 

Q. Where would you see her around? 
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A. I would see her like across the street to 

go into the alley, Longwood. 

Q. How did you find out she had been arrested 
and prosecuted? 

A. I was there. 

Q. At her -- was it a trial or a hearing? 

A. No, on Adams when he was arrested. 

Q. And how did you find out he had been 

busted? 

A. Detective Reyes told me. 

Q. You say that the West Adams 

Neighborhood Council has tried to work with the police 
in the city on ways to curb the vices in the 
neighborhood, but the City has not provided the 
requisite support including enhanced patrol to eradicate 
or reduce the problems. 

How has the Neighborhood Council -- first 
of all, let me ask you, do you remember that statements? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How has the Neighborhood Counsel tried to 
work with the police? 

A. Well, we asked them for more patrol and I 
believe patrol is the key, 

Q. When did you ask them this? 

A. On several days that we made. That's one 

of the solutions we asked for thinking that it would 
work, black-and-white presence, 

Q. Is there anything other than enhanced 
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patrol that you've asked police to do? 

A. More undercover with drugs and gang and 
drug dealers. 

Q. Is there anything else that you've asked 

police to do? 

A. I believe that's the only thing they can 

do. 

Q. And why did you believe that the L.A.P.D. 
hasn't been providing increased patrol? 

A. I don't see them. 

Q. Why do you believe that the L.A.P.D. hasn't 
been providing increased undercover work? 

A. Because the drug dealers are around and 
more homeless people are around, and it's been more 
increase of homeless people. 

Q. Have you asked them whether they have -- 
Strike that. 

Have you asked the police whether they have 
increased their patrols? 

A. I my questions was here when I talked to 

her excuses this, she had more issues of homocide and 
east of King Boulevard and Jefferson area. 

COURT REPORTER: Of what area? Oh, Jefferson. 

THE WITNESS: Jefferson Park, La Cienega Park, 
they have more issues over there, and unfortunately 
La Brea where my store is, off La Brea where my store 
is, the cutoff point for her -- for her patrol area. So 
that's the least of her problems. 
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Q. But has anyone told you that they're not 
going to enhance patrols or increase patrols of the area 
around your store? 

A. No. 

MS. ROBERTSON: I think now is probably a good 
time to break for lunch. I definitely can't finish 
before lunch. So we can go offed record. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the end of Medial Label No. 

1. It is 12:16 p.m. and we are now off the record. 

(Noon Recess taken) 

VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. This is 
the beginning of the Media Lable No. 2. It is 1:23 p.m. 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Okay, Mr. Sheriff, I want to go over 

something we covered earlier. I just want to make sure 
that I wasn't missing anything. I apologize if I'm 
asking you something that I've already asked. 

With respect to the Longs Liquor Store down 
the street from you or the Longs Market, you're aware of 
two robberies that occurred in or around 2016 and 2017, 
in which the cashier was robbed; is that correct? 

A. No, only around 2013, 2016. 

Q. Okay. So you were aware of two robberies 

between 2013 and 2016 in which the cashier was robbed at 
Longs ? 

A. Somewhere around that time. 
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Q. And you were also aware of two shootings 
that occurred between 2016 and 2018? 

A. No, maybe 2013, 2016. 

Q. Okay. So you were aware of two shootings 
between 2014 to 2016? 

A. Thirteen, 

Q. 2014 to 2016? 

A. Thirteen. 

Q. To shooting between 2013 and 2016? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you are aware that a man named Kenney 
was the victim of one of those shootings? 

A. Yeah, Kenney. 

Q. But you don't know other details regarding 

the circumstance of those shootings? 

A. No, just that he was outside of the store 
when shot. 

Q. Do you know exactly where outside the store 

the victims were shot? 

A. In front of the store. 

Q. And how do you know that? 

A. Because I know him. I know him in and 

about, and I asked him, what happened Kenney? He said, 
"I was just outside and got shot." 

Q. So Kenney said he was outside the store? 

A. Uh-huh. 

Q. Did he tell you exactly where? 

A. Just in front of the store somewhere. 
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Q. With respect to the other shooting you 
don't know the circumstances of that shooting? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if anyone was shot? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Was to the Chevron mini-mart, are you aware 

of any criminal activity at that store? 

A. No, not that I know of, I just know of one 
shooting too, that happened there. 

Q. And how are you aware of that shooting? 

A. Because the victim ran from there and came 

to my store and fell in the store. 

Q. When was that? 

I believe that's when the report you guys 
covered, in your -- what's that right word? In your -- 
in the case for the entries against me. Everything came 
from the Chevron. That's where he was shot, and he ran 
from there and came to my store and us to call 911. 

Q. You don't remember when this was? 

A. Around 2000 -- I would say '15, '16. 

Q. Are you aware of any other criminal 

activity in to the Chevron? 

A. No. Other than the transients and 

homelessness. That's the only one. 

Q. With regard to the sale of single-serving 
containers of alcohol the only thing that you've stopped 
selling are the popular 16-ounce containers of malt 
liquor; is that correct? 


J 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And you still sell individual bottles of 

Budweiser for approximately $1.50; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 


Q. You still sell 16-ounce Budweiser products 
for around $2.50? 

A. Budweiser and other beer. 

Q. You still sell -- 


A. 16 -- 


Q. Oh, I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

A. And other 16-ounces of name brand 
Budweiser, Heinekin, they all come in 16-ounce too. 

Q. You still sell 40-ounce bottles of 

Budweiser products for around five dollars? 

A. Correct. 

Q. At the most recent West Adams Neighborhood 
Counsel Meeting did you express an opinion that you were 
being harassed by the City of Los Angeles? 

A. Correct. 

Q. What is the basis for that opinion? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection, calls for argument and 


narrative. 

If you understand you can state that. 

THE WITNESS: Well, yes, I state that because this 
Chevron station -- I mean, I am right in the middle of 
two liquor stores, I can say. And me being there knows 
the neighborhood, knows the issues around the community. 
These two stores have more problems, have all the 
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problems with the sales, I suspect. You go down there, 
people right across Longs Market, by still and sits 
right across from Longs markets and drink. And L.A.P.D. 
sees that last time where they're milling, [sic] you 
were there when you say, yes, they are aware of that, 
but they will deal with that matter, but it -- those 
problems are the issues [sic] surrounding the community. 
That's why I say they just asked me and don't worry 
about the two stores that have the issues. 

I have cameras. They can see my cameras. 

I have security guard. They still don't have no 
security guards, and they can sell single sales of beer 
any time and it's okay. 

Q. Is there anything else that is the basis 

for your opinion that you're being harassed by the 
City of Los Angeles? 

A. Well, that's what the issue. 

Q. Aside from what you've just stated though, 
is there anything else that makes you believe you're 
being harassed by the City of Los Angeles? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you express an opinion at that meeting 

that you are being harassed by the L.A.P.D.? 

A. No. I raised the issue. You are -- were 
at the meeting. I raised the issues that Longs store 
makes single sales of beer and that's where the issues 
are, but Mejia said, well, she -- they're not on 
committing for Longs markets -- 
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COURT REPORTER: We are not -- I'm sorry. 

THE WITNESS: We are not committing for Long's 
Market, they are for Holiday Liquor, 

COURT REPORTER: For Lidico? 

THE WITNESS: For Holiday. 

COURT REPORTER: Holiday? 

TEIE WITNESS: Holiday Liquor. 

COURT REPORTER: Liquor. Pardon me, okay. 

BY MS, ROBERTSON: 

Q. Who's the current business representative 
on the Neighborhood Counsel? 

A. They just have elections. I was at the 

last meeting but I don't recall any. 

Q. Do you recall who the prior business 

representative was? 

A. It was vacant. 

Q. Did anyone serve as business representative 
after you? 

A. I believe so, but I don't know. 

Q. Do you know who that was? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. How long have you known Steven Meeks? 

A. Since I've been on West Adams 

Neighborhood Council. 

Q. And when was that? 

A. I've known him since 2014. 

Q. When you did you first meet him? 

A. When we were both at the Board as the Board 
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members. 


Q. Of the West Adams Neighborhood Counsel? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How frequently do you see Mr. Meeks? 

A. Once, twice a week. 

Q. Where do you see him? 

A. At just in the neighborhood. 

Q. How would you characterize your 
relationship with him? Are you friends: Are you an 
acquaintance? 

A. Just someone I know at the board. 

Q. Where in the neighborhood do you see him? 

A. Sometimes he would drive by the stores, 
look around in the neighborhood, see what's going on. 
He's the presence of West Adams Neighborhood Council, 
and I also asked him to look at my store, look at the 
store to see if the issues that the people have been 
against me exist. 

Q. When is the last time you spoke to 
Mr. Meeks? 

A. I called him a couple days ago to contact 
you or the attorney for the subpoena. He was out of 
town, it says. 

Q. Did you discuss the lawsuit with him other 

than the subpoena? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you discuss? 

A. I told him that the City brought a public 
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nuisance and homelessness during [sic] against my 
business, and I asked him if he's aware of that. 

Q. When was that conversation? 

A. After the Board meeting when I went to the 
to the Board meeting. I don't remember which one, but 
after that they were shocked and asked me what's going 
on. 

Q. Would you say this was in the last three 
months? Four months? 

A. No, last six months, maybe a year. 

Q. Do you know --do you think it was this 

year though? It was in 2019? 

A. No, last year. 

Q. It was last year? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So you had a conversation with him about 

the lawsuit at some point last year? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And how many times would you say you've 

spoken to him about the lawsuit? 

A. I mean a couple of times. Three or four 

times. 

Q. Did you tell Mr. Meeks that the City was 
trying to close down your store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you tell Mr. Meeks that the City wants 

developers to acquire your store for your property? 

A. I told him a developer was trying to 
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acquire my store and C.I.M. trying to acquire my store. 

Q. Did you tell him that had something to do 
with this lawsuit? 

A. I expressed that. 

Q. You expressed that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. What made you think that C.M.I. has 

anything to do with this lawsuit? 

A. Because upon my meeting with C.I.M. he did 

tell me that he was just trying to help by purchasing 
the store and that nobody -- to name anybody in the City 
only about counsel, that wants me there on Adams. 

Q. He told you nobody wants you there? 

He told me to name anybody in the 
neighborhood that wants me on Adams. 

Q. What did he mean by that? Or what did you 

understand him to mean by that? 

A. I asked him what did you mean, and he made 

sure, Kimani Black. 

COURT REPORTER: He made what? 

THE WITNESS: He made sure Kimani Black. 

MR. NWABUZOR: K-I-M-A-N-I 

THE WITNESS: He made sure Kimani Black. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And what about Mr. Black? 

A. He said they don't want you on Adams. 

Q. Did he explain why he thought that? 

A. That's when I called him. 
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Q. That's when you called Mr. Black? 

A. That's when he told me, and asked me and I 

called him. I was furious because he calls me a piece 
of shit. 

Q. Mr. Black called you that? 

A. C.I.M. fonder, Sharul Cuber, (phonetically) 

called me a piece of shit. 

Q. And he said that to you in person? 

A. Yes, says it in person in front of his 
assistants which I think I have, I gave a card, and in 
front of the agent, Andrew Leaf. 

COURT REPORTER; Andrew Leaf? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Andrew Leaf? 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. He said that because you wouldn't sell the 
property to him? 

A. Correct. And he expressed to me that he 
was just trying the help me, and that my -- I'm a piece 
of shit that owned Holiday. 

Q. Do you have any other reason to think that 
C.M.I. is somehow connected to this lawsuit? 

A. I think so. 

Q. What is that? 

A. Because he has the financial and political 

connection. 

Q. What kind of financial and political 
connection? 

A. He's the bigger developer of Adams. He 
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owns half of Adams. 


Q. Is there anyone in particular that you 
believe he has a connection to? 

A. Well, other than he's in contact with the 
Coimcilman's office. 

Q. Which councilman? 

A. Herb Wesson. 

COURT REPORTER: What's the name, please? 

MS. ROBERTSON: H-E-R-B, W-E-S-S-O-N. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. When did you first meet Eva Aubrey? 

A. Same time, at the Board meeting. 

Q. Around 2014, 2015? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And that was because she was also a Board 
member? 

A. Correct. 

Q. How frequently do you see Ms. Aubrey? 

A. Same time when we have a meeting. 

Q. Just during the meetings? 

A. Whenever we go to the meetings. 

Q. Do you ever socialize with her outside of 
the meetings? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you ever socialize with Mr. Meeks 

outside of the meetings? 

A. No. 

Q. When is the last time you spoke with 
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Ms. Aubrey? 

A. Sometimes this week, too, to cooperate with 
you for disappearing, 

Q. And how many times would you estimate 
you've spoken with her about this lawsuit? 

A. I don't know how many times. More than -- 

sometimes they'll call me, how am I doing? I thought we 
were going to work out something, that you know, we 
would not have to go this far. 

Q. Did you tell Ms. Aiibrey that the city was 

trying to shut down your store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you tell Ms. Aiibrey that the reason 
for the lawsuit had to do with C.I.M.? 

A. Correct. 

Q. You're aware that Ms. Aubrey's a member of 

the Vineyard Friendship Senior's Club? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Uh, have you ever made any sort of 

donation, financial or otherwise, to that club? 

A. Just the same. Donation, water, whatever 

they need, me may have some sodas. 

Q. Have you ever provided cash or a donation 

to them? 


A. No. 

Q. When did you first meet Marcia Lewis? 

A. I know her through her mom. She's a 

customer comes to the store. 
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1 

Q. Am I saying her name right? Marcia or 


2 

Marcia? 


3 

A. Marcia. Marcia, yeah. Marcia. 


4 

Q. So Ms. Lewis' mother is your customer? 


5 

A. Yes. Regular customer; everyday customer. 


6 

Q. And how frequently do you see Ms. Lewis, 


7 

the daughter? 


8 

A. Not frequent, maybe -- when I say every two 


9 

weeks or, not frequent. 


10 

Q. When did you first tell Ms. Lewis about 


11 

this lawsuit? 


12 

A. Urn, I told her mom and the mother told her 


13 

and she called me. 


14 

Q. What did you discuss with her about the 


15 

lawsuit? 


16 

A. I just told her, yes, it is true. 


17 

Shatski [sic] and the City wants to close 


18 

your store down? I say "yes." And she said, "why?" I 


19 

said the City thinks I'm responsible for the 


20 

homelessness and prostitution and drug activities in the 


21 

neighborhood. 


22 

Q. Did you -- 


23 

MR. NWABUZOR: Just a second. 


24 

Go ahead. 


25 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 


26 

Q. Did you tell Ms. Lewis that you believed 


27 

the lawsuit was motivated by C.I.M. or a developer? 

1 

28 

A. Yes. 
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Q. When did you first meet Manuel Gonzalez? 

A. At the -- when I made -- frankly, he's been 
a regular stakeholder, but he approached me after my 
speaking at the Neighborhood Counsel about the lawsuits 
that I have for the the City regarding ray store. 

Q. This happened at the most recent 

Neighborhood Council meeting? 

A. No, this happens maybe sometimes in the 
beginning of the year. 

Q. January, perhaps? 

A. January, February. 

Q. What did you discuss with him about the 

lawsuit? 


A. Well, he just asked me what happened. I 
told him. The City brought some charges against me for 
abatement and nuisance and drug activities, crime 
activities, against my store. And when they active 
about the community for the past 30, 40 years or so, 
knows about, I asked, what did I do? He said, no, you 
are not the problem. 

Q. But you didn't meet him until January or 
February of this year; is that correct? 

A. No, he's been a customer at the store 
regularly, but we never had any close acquaintance other 
than: "Hi." "Thank you." "Bye." 

Q. How frequently does he go to the store? 

A. I see him every week or so. When I'm 

around, he stopped by and made purchases. 
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Q. Did you tell him the City was trying to 

close your store? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Did you tell him that you believe the 

lawsuit was motivated by C.I.M.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you known Reverand Vanessa 
McKinzie? 

A. Since I owned the store. 2006, '07? 

Q. Do you consider her a friend? 

A. A good partner. 

Q. How frequently do you see her? 

A. Every week. 

Q. Once per week or multiple times per week? 

A. Maybe once a week when we have service she 

is there. 

Q. On Sundays, typically? 

A. Sundays. 

Q. When is last time you spoke to Reverend 

Mckinzie? 


A. Last week. 

Q. Did you speak to her about the lawsuit at 

that time? 

A. Specifically. Took copies to Gee Gee 

mailed siibpoenas, reached out to them because they are 
being responsive to you from counsel. 

Q. Have you had other discussions with 

Reverend Mckinzie about the lawsuit? 
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A. Yes, 

Q. What was the nature of those discussions. 

A. About the same charges against me from the 

City, and she --if anybody aware of the issues as 
items. She knows the issues, items, because we walked 
hand in hand to try to take care of the issues in that 
southeast corner of Adams. 

Q. Adams and Longwood? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you tell Reverand McKinzie that the 

City was trying to close down your store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you tell Reverend McKinzie that you 
believe the lawsuit was motivated by C.I.M.? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you talked to any other community 

members or Neighborhood Council members about this 
lawsuit? 

A. On the general at the meeting, yes. 

Q. Setting aside your comments where there was 

a group of 30 people listing, have you had any one on 
one or smaller conversations with other members of the 
community? 

A. Eva, Steven Meeks. 

MR. NWABUZOR: No, no. She wants to know other 
than all the people we talked about all the members of 
community. 

IHE WITNESS; No. The Board members ? 
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MR. NWABUZOR: No, listen. She wanted to know all 
other individuals we've talked about and aside from 
speaking at the Counsel meeting we got in the lawsuit, 
have you had any one-on-one discussion with any other 
members of the community, talking about the lawsuit. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Is that right? 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Who else have you had? 

A. A lot of people. 

Q. Can you think of specific people? 

A. Everybody that comes to the store. 
Specifically, customers that comes want to know why are 
we closing at 12:00 o'clock. I have to answer every 
day, why you closing at 12? Why you closing at 12? 

Q. Did you ask any other people to sign a 
declaration supporting you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who? 

A. All the customers that comes in and wants 

me to open at 2:00, a lot of people. 

Q. I'm going to show you this letter. I'll 

mark this as Exhibit No. two. I think you've seen it 
before. 


(MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION: DEFENSE 
EXHIBIT 2, LETTER.) 
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THE WITNESS: Yes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Do you know how the signatures at the end 

of this letter were gathered? 

A. Yes. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Specifically, which page? 

THE WITNESS: Which signatures? The one on the 

back? 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Yes, so starting on the third page of the 
document at the top, it says additional community 
members' signatures. Do you know how those signatures 
were gathered? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. How? 

A. When they come to the store they want to 

know why we closing early, why we have to go to the 
other store, that we don't need security. 

Q. Did each of these people read this letter 

before they signed? 

A. Most of them. 

Q. Some of them did not? 

A. All of them, really. 

Q. All of these people read this entire letter 

before they signed? 

A. We gave it to them to read. 

Q. Do you know if all of them read the entire 

letter before they signed? 
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A. I see them looking at it. I hope so. 

Q. Did you have this posted in your store? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where was it posted? 

A. On the counter. 

Q. Is there anyone who declined to sign? 

A. Not that I know of. Those who really want 
to sign. 

Q. You showed Ms. Lewis a copy of a stipulated 
preliminary injunction that plaintiff had proposed; is 
that correct? 

A. I'm really not sure. I told her what the 

stipulation is. 

Q. I'm going to refer you to this letter and 

see if it refreshes your recollection. Why don't you go 
ahead and read the second paragraph starting with "I 
must admit." You can read it to yourself and let me 
know when you're finished. 

(Deponent reading to self.) 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does that refresh your recollection as to 

when you showed her that document? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you did the show her that document? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you show anyone else this document, 

this proposed stipulated preliminary injunction? 

A. Urn, I'm not sure, where is myself [sic] 
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--- ^ 

show it to. 

COURT REPORTER: Can you say that again. 

THE WITNESS: I'm not sure where I showed it to, 
but I know I showed it to my employees at the store. 

Meaning, I shared it to the employees, shared with the 
security. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And you showed it to Ms. Lewis, as well? 

A. Yes. 

Q- Is there anyone else you can recall showing 
this document to? 

A. I just know everybody in the store, my 

enployees and security, I showed to them. 

Q. Did you show Ms. Lewis any other documents 

related to this case? For example, did you show her the 
complaint? 

A. Probably. 

Q. Probably? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Are you -- how sure are you or how probable 
do you think it is that he showed her the complaint? 

A. At least 60 percent. 

Q. Did you show her any other documents? 

A. No. Just a complaint in that one I have. 

Q. Did you show her the police report that 

were submitted in support of the Motion for Summary 
Judgment? 

A. No. 
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Q. Did you show Reverand McKinzie the 
stipulated preliminary injunction? 

A. I'm not sure if I disclosed that with her. 

Q. There were several different versions of 
the stipulated preliminary injunction; do you recall 
that? 


A. Correct. 

Q. Do you know which version you showed 

Mr. Lewis? 


A. The first version that she gave me. 

Q. You brought some documents with you today. 

They are not sitting in front you anymore, but you had 
some documents sitting in front of you when you first 
sat down; do you recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you use those documents to help you 
prepare for the deposition? 

A. No, 

Q. What are those documents? 

A. Just some pictures I took of neighboring 
stores, how they look outside. 

Q. Would you be willing to those pictures with 

me? 


A. Yeah. 

Q. We'll do that during a break. 

Did you look at any documents at all in 
order the prepare for this deposition? 

A. I read your police reports. 
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Q. Anything else? 

A. And the stipulations. 

Q. Are you referring to the declarations from 

police officers? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you look at anything else? 

A. I saw you. 

Q. Any other documents? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone inside your store 
selling drugs? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever seen anyone on the sidewalk 

in front of your store selling drugs? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you aware, setting aside anything 

you've seen yourself, are you aware of anyone ever 
having sold drugs from inside your store? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you aware of anyone ever having sold 
drugs on the sidewalk in front of your store? 

A. No, not on the sidewalk. 

Q. Has Holiday Liquor ever been a location 

where gang members hang out? 

A. They frequent. 

Q. Meaning they are your customers? 

A. I don't know if you call them gang members. 

Q. Who are you referring to, when you say they 
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frequent? 

A. Neighborhood boys. Neighborhood -- 
community members. 

Q. To your knowledge the boys that you're 

referring to are not gang members, though? 

A. Not all of them. I mean, until they are 

shown to me by Garcia that gang profile, he showed me 
who they are, yes. 

Q. And some of the people who Officer Garcia 
indicated to you are gang members have hung out by your 
store in the past? 

A. I don't want to say "hang out," but they 

come to the store. They don't hang out. 

Q. Do they buy anything? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And how long do they stay there? 

A. Just one or two minutes, like every other 

customer. 

Q. So it's your testimony that gang members 

never hang out at Holiday Liquor? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well, Objection. Lacks foundation 
assumes facts not in evidence. I think he just 
testified that he didn't know who the members were where 
until it was shown, so with that in mind, you may 
testify. 

TFIE WITNESS: Utn, will you tell me what you mean 
by "hang" at the store. Do they frequent at the store, 
my understanding of hanging at the store, you mean they 
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come and stay for an hour? Half an hour? No. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. What about for 10, 15 minutes? 

A. No. 

Q. So you've never seen -- 

A. Five to ten minutes, yes, because we don't 
allow them ten to 15 minutes. We'11 call the police or 
we'll go out there and tell them they have to leave. 

Q. And there has never been a scenario to your 

knowledge where gang members have hung out at the store 
for longer than five to ten minutes before they are told 
to leave? 

A. No, 

Q. What I said was correct? 

A. Ten to 15 minutes. 

Q. So what I said was not correct? 

A. You said 15. Ten to 15 minutes. 

Q. Okay. Let me try to rephrase it. You've 

never seen gang members hanging out in your store for 
longer than ten minutes? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Again, I'm going to object to the 
the foundation of the basis of this other question and 
assumed not the evidence. If you understand that and 
you know who the gang members are, you can testify. 

THE WITNESS: Not ten to 15 minutes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. You've never seen, to your knowledge, this 
is your knowledge, you've never seen gang members hang 
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out at your store for longer than 15 minutes? 


A. No. 

Q. What I said is correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you familiar with the gang known as the 
West Boulevard Crips? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did you become familiar with that gang? 

A. Well, I work and do business in the 
neighborhood, and over time I got to know here about the 
West Boulevard Crips. 

Q. What do you know about the West Boulevard 

Crips ? 

A. These are just boys that lives in the 

community and just think they own and live in in that 
community, 

Q. Are you aware of any crimes committed by 
the West Boulevard Crip gang meirbers? 

A. Not of any crimes. Aware of fights. 

Q. You're aware of fights? But you're -- okay 

so you are aware of fights, involving West Boulevard 
Crip gang members? 

A. Right. 

Q. What fights are you aware of? 

A. They have a fight in my store. 

Q. What's the last time there was a fight in 

your store involving West Boulevard Crips gang members? 

A. If I may recall. May, April of 2018. 
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Q. 


Other than the fight inside the store -- 
fights inside the store -- 

A. Right. 

Q. -- are you aware of any other criminal 

^*-tivity committed hy West Boulevard Crips gang members? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know anyone who identified 

themselves as a West Boulevard Crip? 

A. Those -- that's who had to fight in the 

store. 

Q. Anyone else? 

A. Them, only them, those that have incidents 

in the store, understand they're gang members. 

Q. Are you just referring to the fight that 

happened in May or Apri1 of 2018, or are there other 
incidents you're referring to? 

A. The fight that happened 2018, right. 

Q. And are there any other incidents -- fights 

inside the store involving West Boulevard gang members? 

A. No. 

Q. And other than the gang members who are 
involved in that one fight, do you know of any other 
people who identify themselves as West -- 

A. We'll, have another fight maybe -- 

Q. Hang on, hang on. Let me just finish the 
question. I think the record is going to be unclear. I 
know this is hard to do because it's natural when you 
know what my question is going to be. It's natural to 
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try and jump to answer. 

Just so the record is clean and for the 
court reporter's sake, just allow me to finish. And I 
know, I'm sorry this is very repetitive. But outside of 
the gang members, who are you involved in a fight at 
you -- inside your store last year, do you know anyone 
else who identifies themselves as a West Boulevard Crip 
gang member? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Counsel, just so that I'm clear, 
are you asking him if he knows someone who identified 
himself as a gang member, meaning coming to say I am a 
West Boulevard gang member, or who has been identified 
to him including by the officers, could you testify to a 
gang member? I want to be being clear. 

MS. ROBERTSON: No, I'm not asking if anyone has 
ever asked or come up to him and claimed the gang. I'm 
asking if he knows anyone who themselves as a West 
Boulevard Crips gang member. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And you may know that they identify 

themselves as a gang member, because they have told you, 
because Officer Garcia has told you, because another 
customer has told you, because maybe something the 
person wears or things that the person has said that 
makes you know they're a gang member. 

So there's a lot of ways for you to 
identify gang members. Would you agree with that? 

A. No. 
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MR. NWABUZOR; Well, I object to that. 

THE WITNESS: I say, no. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Wait. When I'm talking, you don't 

talk. 

I will object to that as lacking 
foundation, assumes facts not in evidence and calls for 
specuration. So if you understand that, you may answer, 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So your answer is you don't know anyone 
else who identified themselves as a West Boulevard gang 
member? 

A. Other than the ones identified by Garcia, 
I'm tirusting that that one issue as a gang member knows 
more than I know. 

Q. More than the ones that Oscar Garcia 
identified? 

A. I believe one, by name of J. Stone, yes, 

the street name, I know. I don't know his name. 

Q. Anyone else. 

A. Mookie. 

Q. Anyone else? 

A. P-Loo. 

Q. Pillow, like? 

A. P-Lo. P, slash, Lo, 

Q. Anyone else? 

A. Big Daddy. 

COURT REPORTER: Big Patty? 

THE WITNESS: Big, Daddy, D-A-D-D-Y. 
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BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Anyone else. 

A. BC. 

Q. Anyone else? 

A. Those are the -- what comes, the ones that 

he, him and I deal with, try to help him out, to give 
him information on them, when I see them or, if I notice 
any activities, call him communication to him. 

Q. How did he identify people to you? 

A. He brought me a book, and showed me the mug 
shot and, their gang name, and tried to work with them 
on those issues. 

Q. Did you provide him with any information 

regarding those gang members? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What information did you provide? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Well, counsel, so that we are very 
clear, and I want this to be on the record. 

Recall where we had a deposition of the 
officers. They were accepting questions that they that 
a counsel, which they didn't want us to cover. 

Now, this is my concern: That the witness 
here has testified openly that he has cooperated with 
the officers. With we all the implication of him 
revealing the cooperative activities he has had with the 
officer. This is a public proceeding, including not 
just the transcript written but also it's on video. 

So to the extent that by cooperating, I'm 
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giving information here, which he's not sure he's going 
to be self-guided. He may hey actually exposure him to 
potential safety issues. So I don't know how that is 
going to be handled. I'm not going to obj ect to him 
testifying, but if he's going to be giving protection so 
that any information he gives now in these long 
proceedings it's not going to be revealed. 

Potentially, he doesn't know how the police 
cooperates with other potential gang members, or gang 
members. 

So we have safety concerns and about this 
P^-^ticular aspect of the proceedings, and these are of 
serious concerned to me. 

MS. ROBERTSON: I appreciate that concern. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Do you agree that you have concerns for 
your safety? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And can you tell me why you have concerns 
for your safety? 

A. Well, because like counsel said, this is 

information. And I have cooperated with Garcia, 
so they lead to the arrest of these gang members, even 
to the prosecution of P-LO. 

MR. NWABUZOR: I will advise that going forward, 
his service is specific request for information. Just 
refer to them generally, as gang members, don't identify 
the individual. Again, if it comes out that you gave 
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infoirmation that Isd. to tho airrost or prosocution, 
that would put you in serious jeopardy. 

But go ahead. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Are you concerned that the these gang 
members might be retaliating against you? 

If they know that -- yes, if they know that 
I cooperated with officers they lead to their going to 
jail. 

Q. Have you ever been threatened due to your 
cooperation? 

A. No. 

Q. Has of anyone ever asked you not to 

cooperate with the police? 

A. No. 

Q. Has anyone ever demanded money from you? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever posted bail from anyone? 

A. Posted bail for anyone? 

MR. NWABUZOR: I mean. Objection, vague and 
ambiguous. Do you mean -- who do you mean by "anyone"? 

MS. ROBERTSON: Well, I'd like to know if he's 
ever posted bail for West Boulevard gang members, but 
he s asserted that he doesn't know who is and isn't a 
gang member. So I think I need to broaden the question. 
BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Have you ever posted bail for anyone? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. 

Who? 

A. 

Anna. 

Q. 

Anna? Is it a woman? 

A. 

Yes. 

Q. 

Anyone else? 

A. 

Posted bail, Terry. 

Q. 

T-E-R-R -- 

A. 

No, Terrion, something. 

Q. 

Terrion? 

A. 

Yeah. 

Q. 

Do you know the last name? 

A. 

I don't know the last name, but my family 

friend mom had asked me to post a bail for, took pay 

borrowed. 

to use my credit card for her son. 

I don't know, I didn't pay attention to the 

name because the Mom asked me to. 

Q. 

This is Terrion's mom? 

A. 

Terrion's. 

Q. 

But you do not know Terrion, personally? 

A. 

I know him by person but not by -- the 

mother is 

close to me. 

Q. 

To your knowledge is Terrion a gang member? 

A. 

Not that I know of. 

Q. 

What is his mothers' name? 

A. 

I have the name in my phone. 

Q. 

Is Anna his mother? 

A. 

No, D. I call her "D." 

Q. 

D-E-E? 
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I call her Dee, yeah. 

Q. Do you know her last name? 

A. No. 

Q. To your knowledge is she a gang member? 

A. No. 

Q. Had there been any fights at the store 
since August of 2018? 

A. No. 

Q. And during that time Officer Garcia has had 

access to the cameras, correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And have you deleted any camera footage 

from your system in the last year? 

A. I don't know how to do it. 

Q. Has anyone ever asked you to delete footage 

from your cameras? 

A. No. 

Q. So you've never had a fight at the store 

where someone asked you to delete the camera footage? 

A. No. 

Q. Your testimony is you don't know how to 

delete recordings from your camera system? 

A. (No audible response.) 

Q. Is that a yes or no? 

A. No. 

Q. No, you don't know how? 

A. No. 

Q• I'm going to go through some of the crimes 
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that were in our Motion for Summary Judgment and 
essentially, what I want to do, and just giving you this 
frame of reference before launching in and for the 
whether you know about them -- or what information you 
have about them? 

So first on March 4, 2011 the police 
arrested a woman at the northwest comer of Adams and 
Highland, after they received information that she was 
selling significant cocaine in front of Holiday Liquor. 
Do you have any information regarding that arrest? 

A. No. 

Q. On February 25th, 2011 an individual was 

shot multiple times in front of Holiday Liquor, Do you 
have any information about that shooting? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you recall arriving at the store after 

that shooting occurred? 

A. I think so, yeah. I think somebody was 

shot coming into the store, and he fell inside of the 
store, yeah. It was a male black. He was followed to 
the store. I don't know his name. 

Q. On November 29th, 2012 -- actually, let me 

start by asking you this: Do you know an individual 
named Eugene Coolly who also goes by Big Trouble? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How do you know him? 

A. He was the gentleman that was shot from the 
gas station and came to my store and he asked for help. 
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Q. Do you know anything else about him? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know if he's a West Boulevard gang 
member? 

A. No. 

Q• Do you know Shawn Webster who also goes by 

Fat Boy? 

A. I don't know. 

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry, can you speak a little 
bit louder, all the time. 

TEE WITNESS: Okay. I'm not around any -- Fat 

Boy. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Fat Boy? 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know an individual named 

Julius Alcorn who also goes by J. Stone? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is he one of the people who Officer Garcia 

identified as a West Boulevard gang member -- 
A. Yes, him -- just him. Yes. 

Q. You have to wait until I'm finished. I'm 

sorry. 

Urn, on November 29, 2012 the police 
observed those three individuals standing outside your 
store and ultimately arrested one of them. Do you have 
any information about that incident? 

A. No. 
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Q. On February 19, 2013 a female suspect came 
in the store and began harassing a customer. The 
suspect attempted to take the customer's change, and 
they began to fight. It resulted in your glass security 
door being cracked. Do you recall that incident? 

A. Yes. I recall the incident, but the 
incident is not reported as this happened. 

Q. You mean it was reported later? 

A. No, what you read is not what transpired. 

Q. Okay, tell me what transpired. 

A. What transpired was two customers were in 
line and these customers know other. And the one 
forgets his change, not paying attention. He left his 
change on the counter, walked out. And then the next 
customer who was purchasing gave him the change and kept 
the change unknowing that change belongs that customer. 

And then on revealing what happened, that 
the change was left and she took the change, and that 
customer honestly believed she took my own change. And 
then they started arguing. 

The record's going to say, you took my 
change. He said, no, I purchased something and took my 
change. 

Before they can honestly figure out what 
happened, I was careful and was hit against the door. 

And it's not a bullet proof glass because it's cracked, 
that's what happened. And I was able to resolve the 
issue okay, just a misunderstanding. 
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Q. Were you there when this fight occurred? 

A. I wasn't there but upon reviewing the tape 

when it did transpire, they made sure -- and you know, a 
case of misunderstanding. 

Q. Do you recall what time of day? 

A. In the morning around 8:00, 9:00, morning 

hours. 

Q. Do you recall if there was a security guard 
present? 

A. In the morning hours, no. 

Q. On October 31st, 2014 two victims were shot 

as they stood in front of Holiday Liguor? Do you recall 
this shooting? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you recall about this shooting? 

A. Is that the one that happened Halloween 

night, October? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I was there in the store. 

Q. What do you remember happening? 

A. What I remember happening was, I was in the 

store and two young men came east on Longwood, going 
west on Adams, no Westview. Came east, coming east on 
Westview going west on Adams and passed through the 
store. 

And as they passed through the store it was 
Halloween night. I was in the store too, and it looked 
suspicious, and I was about to go out to see what 
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1 

was going 

on. I could see through the camera, again. 

2 

Halloween night, busy night. I'm in the store just for 

3 

extra security. 

4 


And I was about to go out the store, he 

5 

looked and 

turned around, just pulled out what appears 

6 

to be a 38 

gun -- 

7 

COURT REPORTER: Appears to be what? 

8 

THE WITNESS: A--a--a--a gun. A 

9 

38-millimeter caliber and started shooting. And know 

10 

one -- one 

-- David, one of the victims is David. He 

11 

was coming 

into the store. He was in the back. 

12 

Q. 

Where was David when he was shot? 

13 

A. 

Well David, he just pulled up to the store. 

14 

Q. 

Where were the shooters? 

15 

A. 

The shooters were east of Holiday Liquor 

16 

and were -- 


17 

Q. 

On Adams Boulevard? 

18 

A. 

On Adams Boulevard, yes. 

19 

Q. 

On the Holiday Liquor side of the street? 

20 

A, 

Yes. 

21 

Q. 

What about -- 

22 

A. 

I called the police. 

23 

Q. 

Say that again. 

24 

A. 

I called the police. 

25 

Q. 

What about the shooters looked suspicious? 

26 

A. 

Well, they came past through the store 

27 

looking if, 

you know, looking around halfway towards 

28 

Longwood, came back around looking that --we know our 
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customers. When I see people not familiar pass through, 
don't come into the store, looking around, just extra 
eye and see what's going on. 

Q. What time of day was this? 

A. This was nighttime. I don't know if it was 

11 , 12 . 

Q. Did you have -- 

A. Nighttime. 

Q. Eleven or 12 nighttime, is what you said? 

A. Was night, yeah. Late, 10, somewhere 

around the time before midnight, I'm sure. 

Q. Was a security guard present? 

A. I have -- I have D, who was the security 

people, yeah. 

Q. D? 

A. D. Damien. 

Q. Oh, Damien. 

A. I call him D. He was present, I was there 

too. 

Q. Is Damian employed by Legacy? 

A. No, no. No, the guard, no. 

Q. And is Damien a state licensed guard? 

A. Well, let me rephrase it. When you say 

"security guard" you mean licensed security guard? No. 

MR. NWABUZOR: Can we just go off the record for 
two or three minutes my daughter called. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Sure. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: It is 2:22 p.m. we are going off 
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the record. 


(Recess taken.) 

VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. It is 
2:35 p.m. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Turning back to the Halloween 2014 
shooting, you stated there was no state licensed 
security guard on the premises at that time, correct? 

A. No. 

Q- Correct that there was no security guard? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And in the aftermath of that shooting, did 

you take any action to prevent similar crimes from 
occurring? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. Misrepresenting the 
incident as crime, and also misrepresents his testimony 
of the witness, but you may testify. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I did. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. What did you do? 

A. My presence. I'm more active in the store 
being outside. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. I believe around December, like I said, 

around December of every year to January I install 
security. 

Q. And is there anything else that you did 
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following this crime? 

A. These crimes are spontaneous. 

COURT REPORTER; This crime has spontaneous? 

THE WITNESS: Spontaneous. You might go two years 
no issues, you meet sometimes. 

MS. ROBERTSON: I'm going to move to strike that 
answer as nonresponsive. Did you do -- 

MR. NWABUZOR: No. He's testified that like that 
as his testimony. So you can query with if he can see 
of what he testified to by saying his opinion. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Right, but it wasn't responsive to 
the question. 

THE WITNESS: I said, yes, I'm more present in the 
store, and in and out of the store. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And had you hired security around the 


holidays? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Yes. 

Did you do anything else? 

Just more -- I requested more patrol for 
from Mejia every time there's a turnaround in 
activities. 

Q. Just to be clear, I'm talking about the 

Halloween 2014 shooting, let's say the three months 
following that, so October, it would be November, 
December, January. So I believe you stated you were 
more active in front of the store? 

A. Right. 
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Q. And you hired security around Christmas of 
that year? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you request increased patrol from 
Officer Mejia during that time period immediately 
following the shooting? 

A. Right. 

Q. When did you do that? 

A. Well, immediately after the shooting, of 

course. The Detective come and Mejia, I'm not sure if 
she spoke to me after that, but normally I report to 
them right away. 

Q. Did you do anything else in that same time 
period? 

A. I'm not sure if we met, or Biondo. I'm not 

sure what the lead office at the time? 

MR. NWABUZOR: I'm sorry, counsel I have to 
apologize. This is my client. Let me go off the record 
for a second. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Sure. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: We can just turn the volume down 
and let you do your phone call. 

MS. ROBERTSON: That's fine. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: If you don't mind that. 

MS. ROBERTSON: We are off the record. We are 
just not off turning off the tape. But we are off the 
record. 

(Recess taken.) 
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MS. ROBERTSON: We are back on the record. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So following the Halloween 2014 shooting 
you stated that you became more active in front of the 
store, that you hired security for the period around 
^-h^istmas, that you reguested increased patrol from 
officer Mejia and that you may have met with Officer 
Biondo, is that correct? 

A. I'm not sure. I think Biondo. 

Q. Other than those items, did you do anything 
that immediate aftermath of the shooting? 
i believe that's the only option I have. 

Q. So your answer is, you did not do anything 
else other than the things we discussed? 

A. No, no. 

Q. No, you didn't do anything else? 

A. What. 

Q. Sorry, the reason I'm saying is a 

double-negative when you read it on paper sounds 
confusing. You can't tell if you're saying, no, I did 
other things, or no I didn' t. So the only reason I 
repeat it is just to make sure that I'm understanding 
your answer correctly. 

So, we've gone through the list of things 
that you did -- 

A. I did -- 

Q. -- and there was nothing else that you can 

remember sitting here today? 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 | www.ccrola.com 



A. No. 

Q. Part of it's ray fault for asking the 

question in the negative, so I apologize for that. 

In December 2015 during an A.B.C. 
inspection the police recovered a firearm from 
underneath a shelf at your cashier counter. 

Do you recall that incident? 

A. I recall the report looking at the video 

surveillance at the store. I watched it, but the time 
the report is poorly written. The firearm was not 
recovered on the cashier. 

Q. We're was it recovered? 

I believe the firearm was recovered away 
from the cashiers underneath the cabinet -- the shelves 
in the store against the wall. 

Q- So it was which side of the glass, was it 

so -- 

A. This is the cashier. As I was standing in 

front of the cashier against that wall (indicating.) 

Q. So was it behind the glass where your 
employees would be, or was it on the side where the 
customers would be? 

A. No, no. Behind the glass away from that. 
For descriptive purposes, against that wall underneath 
the shelf. 

Q. And do you know who the gun belonged to? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you inquire with your employees about 
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the gun? 

A. 


I asked the employees. 

What did they say? 

I believe it was former owner. The old 


Q. 

A. 

owner. 

Q. So you believe that gun was just sitting 
there for nine years? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. In March 12th, 2016 a minor decoy. That's 

an informant working for the L.A.P.D. approached an 
individual who was outside of Holiday Liquor and asked 
the individual if he would purchase alcohol for him. Do 
you recall this incident? 

A. No. 

Q. On May 10th, 2016 a self-admitted black 

keystone gang member named Michael Sims informed 
L.A.P.D. that while he was inside Holiday Liquor he 
encounter two rival gang members who followed him 
outside. Subsequently, they were confronted outside of 
Holiday Liquor and the rival gang members shot at Sims. 

Do you know anything about this incident? 

A. No. 

Q. On July 21st, 2016 there was a verbal 

dispute at Holiday Liquor between three people which 
continued outside the store. Two of those people drove 
away, but then returned later and this ended in a 
shooting at a group that was outside the store. 

Do you recall this incident? 
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A. No, I don't recall. 

Q. So you do not recall a shooting outside of 
your store in July of 2017? 

A. Is that the one involving Mookie. A gang 

meniber by the name of Mookie. 

MR. NWABUZOR: If you don't remember; you don't 
remember. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So was there a shooting involving a gang 

member named Mookie? 

A. I recall of an incident when Mookie who I 

identified as a gang member, he was coming into the 
store, he was coming from Westview to the store, and 
when a car was driving eastbound on La Brea he was shot 
coming to the store. I'm not sure that's the incident 
in 2017 that we're talking about. 

Q. He was actually shot twice at your store; 
is that correct? 

A. Right. Not in my store. Around the store. 

Q. Once was in July of 2017, and then the 

second time about a year later? 

A. Two thousand -- last year, last year. 

Q. Or actually, I'm sorry, once was last year. 

But Mookie was shot twice, once in 2017 once 2018? 

A. I think that's the incident you're talking 

about. Somebody else shot coming into the store. 

Q. And following either of these shootings, 

take any action immediately following the 
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shootings to prevent further similar crimes? 


A. Well, that I asked L.A.P.D. again, because 
this shouldn't happen around the store, not in the store 
or in front of store. 

Q. Where do you think these shootings 
occurred? 

A. The incident with Mookie happened on 
Westview and Adams. 

Q. He was on Westview when he was shot? 

A. He was on the comer coming into the store 

on Westview and Adams. 

Q. Were you there for that shooting? 

A. I believe ahead of it. Of course, I have 

pity. 

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry, "have pity with"? 

THE WITNESS: I helped L.A.P.D. L.A.P.D, 

COURT REPORTER: Oh. 

THE WITNESS: With looking at the tape and 
whatnot. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. You said you heard of the shooting, so you 
weren't there -- 

A. I was not. 

Q. -- yourself? 

A. No. 

Q. And how about the other time he was shot? 

A. I was not there either, I came after. 

Q. Do you know where he was the other time he 
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was shot? 

A. Mookie, he was going --he came out of the 
store, was going towards Longwood. Was halfway between 
Longwood and the store when the gunman came to the 
comer of Longwood. 

Q. Do you know how long he had been at the 
store before he was shot? 

A. Looking at the video he was in the store 

maybe two or three minutes and walked out. He was not 
in the store. He was halfway going to Longwood when he 
was shot. 

Q. And had he been in the store previously, 
meaning, or -- 

A. He was in the store maybe ten minutes. 

When the suspect came, he was outside the store. And 
when the suspect left he went into the store. When he 
left the store, the suspects, I guess, went around the 
block and waited on the comer of Longwood and Adams. 

Q. And had Mookie been standing outside the 


store? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

they came? 

A. 

Q. 


He was not standing outside the store. 

At all? 

Before they came he was outside the store. 
How long was he outside the store before 

Maybe a minute or two. 

And this is based on what you saw in the 


surveillance camera? 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

long was 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

He never 
store. 

Q. 

A. 

outside. 


Correct. 

Had he been at the store earlier that day? 
I don't know. 

How about the other time he was shot? How 
he -- 

He never went in the store. 

He never went in the store at all? 

The one time in 2007, is when he was shot, 
been in the store at all, just coming to the 

Just come in -- 

He was coming into the store, it happened 


Q. Had he been outside for any period of time? 

A. No. 

Q. And this is also based on what you saw on 

surveillance camera? 

A. The video and camera, he came, he pulled 

up. He came out of his car, now driving by. 

Q. I'm just going to remind you again to wait 

until I finish just for the court reporter's sake 


because when you cut me off it makes the transcripts a 
little Wonky. 


In August of 2017 you confronted J. Stone 
f-OT illegal parking in front of your store. Do you 
recall this incident? 

A. I recall the incident, but not parking in 

front of the store. Parking at the driveway next to the 
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store. 

Q. And did he follow you into the store and, 
say "West Boulevard Crips, I run this neighborhood"? 

A. No, he came into purchase something. I had 
told him to move his car before he can go into the 
store. 

Q. You didn't tell the police that he said 
anything about West Boulevard? 

A. I said he's a member of West Boulevard 

Crips, 

Q. And how did you know that? 

A. Because he had been identified by Garcia. 

MR. NWABUZOR: I would instruct you. I had been 
identified to you. I don't want you mentioning names. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Officer Garcia identified to him to you 
prior no this incident in August of 2017? 

No. I was -- that's when I met him. 

Q. So you in August of 2017 did you know he 
was a gang member? 

That's why I wanted the police to come. 

Q- And how did you know he was a gang member? 

T just told the police that he's around the 
store. I wanted him to come immediately. 

Q. Did you know what that time that J. Stone 
was a gang member? 

I'm not sure if I can remember nor not. 
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Q. Do you recall telling police that he was 
throwing up gang signs? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How could --so did that tell you if he was 

a gang mennher? 

A. I assume he's a gang member. 

Q. How could you -- are you familiar with gang 


signs? 


Yes. 


Q. And how are you familiar with gang signs 
when they throw signs. 

A. When he throws signs. 

Q. Just because I've seen it before? 

A. Yes, I don't know what it means, but I just 

see the signs. 

Q. So during that incident did he say to you, 

I m West Boulevard, I run this neighborhood? 

A. He said this is my neighborhood. I can do 
what I want to do. He said it. 

Q. Did he say West Boulevard? 

A. West Boulevard, yes. 

Q. Did you understand him to be referring to 
the West Boulevard Crips? 


Q. And during this incident did J. Stone kick 
and punch another individual? 


Q- Did that occur inside your store? 
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A. Yes. 

the immediate aftezmath of this incident 
did you do anything to try and prevent this from 
occurring again? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what did you do? 

A. He was not allowed in the store. 

Q. Anything else? Any immediate aftermath of 

this incident? 

A. He's not allowed in the store. 

Anything else besides he's not allowed in 


Q. 

the store? 

A. 

Q. 


It was isolated incidents, no. 

So did you do anything else besides not 
allowing him back in the store? 

A. I was in the store, I called the police and 

so unfortunately this -- just a good Samaritan customer 
trying to maybe protect me and escalate the situation. 

Q. So let me explain to you why I'm asking you 
this, because I think it will maybe encourage you to 
just answer the question. If l don't make sure that you 
you've told me every single thing, then later you can 
come and say, I did something else. So the reason I 
keep saying; "is there anything else?" I just want to 
make sure you've told me everything that you did. And 
that's fine it's not -- I'm not suggesting anything. 

I m just trying to get the information. That's all I'm 
doing, so... 
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MR. NWABUZOR: Counsel, can we also state for the 
purposes of completeness based that deposition, that he 
can only testify based on his recollection. 

MS, ROBERTSON: Right. 

MR. NWABUZOR; So what we don't want him to do is 
to provide guesses or speculation as to what he may have 
done, you know, so based on or your recollection 

So you can testify about that, I agree. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Thank you for that little bit of 
coaching, there, which I don't think was necessary, 
but -- 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So let's turn back to this August 2017 
incident involving J. Stone. Following that incident he 
was not allowed in your store anymore. Was there 
anything else you did in the immediately aftermath of 
that incident to prevent further crimes from occurring? 

^ called the police, and I worked with the 

detective, 

Q. Is there anything else you can recall doing 

besides not allowing him to enter your store and calling 
the police? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Having him arrested. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON; 

Q. And having him arrested? 

A. Yeah, urn. He urn, he tried to reach out to 
me, to reach out to the customer. 
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Q. J. Stone reached out to you? 

A. To reach out to the customer, to the 

victim. 

Q. To the -- 

A. To the victim. He was very apologetic. 

Q. So J. Stone contacted you to apologize? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is there anything else that you did besides 

not allowing -- well, after he apologized, did you allow 
him to come back to the store? 

A. Yes, and apologize to the customer. 

Q. Is he still allowed to come to your store 

now? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In September of 2017 the police 

investigated an armed robbery whereupon exiting 
Holiday Liquor a victim was approached by the suspect on 
the sidewalk. The suspect punched the victim in the 
head causing him to stumble into Holiday Liquor where 
the suspect punched him again, do you recall this 
incident? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you there for this incident? 

A. No. 

Q- How do you know about this incident? 

A. I was called by my employees. 

Q. Did you review surveillance footage? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. What did you see on the surveillance 
footage? 

^ observed a tip and I spoke to the victiin. 
He secretly told me that the suspect had just lost 
another -- I don't know if it's a family merrber or 
friend a week before that. There was a shooting that 
happened, I'm not sure, it's Cochran. It's a Street 
east of -- no west of La Brea. I came to be familiar 
that incident because a Detective from Wilshire 
came in after that shooting that happened over there and 
and he might have had an idea that the suspect was in my 
store. They are looking for a particular individual. 

Then I saw the mug shots of the individual 
that it's my incident. He didn't come -- then come to 
the store. Then that individual fit the description of 
who they were looking for. I contacted Westside 
division. Detective -- I have his name. I was 
subpoenaed in that case, because I happened to get the 
suspect arrested and I'm saying, it's because that there 
was never a report on this incident. 

So that particular incident it's probably 
wi^itten what you have. That's also a robbery. 

Q. So are you saying that there was no 


robbe 2 ry? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


There was no robbery. 

Why don't you believe there was a robbery? 
Because it was just us coming by an upset 


gang member from the Geer in that store. I got his 
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facts from the Detective. That I had Woodside division. 
I gave the case number because I was subpoenaed to 
testify against the suspect. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And the suspects are from the gang Geer 
street, G-E-E-R? 

A. Yeah, Geer, Geer Gang. 

Q. And I'm still confused though, why you 
don't think a robbery occurred? 

A. Because I saw the video. It was just a 
fistfight. If I could, just competition, the victim 
run, he pushed everything in the store and what appears 
the victim have a friend that was sitting across the 
street running into the store, and then the suspect felt 
threatened and happened to pull out a gun because he 
felt the friend that came in was coming to, I guess, 
attack him before, because he's fighting with his 
friend. And no robberies, no gun shot and the all 
dispatch. 

Q. So what you're saying is that there was a 
fight but there was no robbery? 

A. No, yes. 

And one of the people involved in the fight 


Q. 

had a gun? 

A. 

Q. 


Yes, exactly. 

On October, for the record, 2017 an 
individual was cited for drinking an alcoholic beverage 
on the public sidewalk in front of Holiday Liquor. Do 
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you recall that in incident? 


A. 

On October? 


Q. 

October 24th, 2017, so two years ago. 

A. 

Okay. 


Q. 

Do you have any recollection 

of that? 

A. 

I don't recall. 


Q. 

You don't recall? 


A. 

I don't recall. 


Q. 

On March 7, 2018, the police 

investigated 


robbery where the victim was walking out of the store 
and an unknown person hit him on the side of his face 

causing him to fall on the sidewalk. Do you recall that 
incident? 


A. 

2018? 

Q. 

March 7, 2018. 

A. 

No. 

Q. 

No recollection? 

A. 

No. 

Q. 

On April 18, 2018 the police investigated 

an altercation between rival gang members. Two suspects 
were later arrested. Samuel Coleman, also known as 
Capone and Charles Vann, V-A-N-N also known as P-Loc, or 

P-loc. That 

's the incident we discussed earlier. 

correct? 


A. 

I was in the store. I called the police. 

Q. 

And are you aware that one of the suspects 

was charged - 

■- ultimately charged and convicted of 


attempted murder? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And another suspect I believe was convicted 

of assault with a deadly weapon? 

A. Uh, yes. 

Q. Did you do anything in the irnmediate 

afte 2 rmath of this incident to try and prevent additional 
incidents like it from happening? 

I did, I did. That month I have extra 
security and that's when I contacted Mejia first. Mejia 
and I have a meeting at the police station. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Just one second. Mejia is 
M-E-J-I-A. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q" You and Mejia had a meeting at the police 


station? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 


Yes. 

Do you remember when that was? 

May or June following that instance. 

Who else was at that meeting? 

Lieutenant Kenney. 

Lieutenant Kelley? 

Kelley, yeah. 

Was anyone else there? 

No. 

You mentioned extra security? Did you hire 
state licensed security at that time? 

A. I am -- not immediately after that. 

Q. You -- 
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A. I asked for patrol. 

Q. You asked Officer Mejia? 

A. I was during the summer, we needed extra 

patrol, prior to that I reached out to Komani Black and 

Officer Mejia, in that case, every summer we need extra 
patrol. 


incident? 


response. 


Prior to that you mean prior to this 


Prior to this incident, yes. There was no 


Q. So immediately following this incident you 
met with Officer Mejia and Lieutenant Kelley and you 
hired extra security in December, correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. And not before December? 

A. Right. 

Q- On May 13th, 2018 the police investigated a 

shooting where individuals who had been inside 
Holiday Liquor were involved in a verbal altercation and 
then went outside and a shooting occurred? 

A. That's what we're talking about Mookie, we 

spoke about this before. 

Q- I don't believe this was Mookie. This is 
Lehman Perkins a.k.a. Tiny Boo? 

A. Mookie. 

Q. And Mookie was the other one who was shot? 

A. Right. 

Q. And do you know who Tiny Boo is? 
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A. 

Yes. 

120 

2 

Q. 

How do you know Tiny Boo? 


3 

A. 

Hi is uh -- 


4 

Q. 

B-0-0. Go ahead. 


5 

A, 

He was, I call him partner in crime with 


6 

Mookie in that incident? 


7 

Q. 

Had either of them been hanging out inside 


8 

or outside 

the store prior no to shooting? 


9 

A. 

Prior to the shooting, again, for the 


10 

sunrveillance when I watched the video, see what 


11 

transpired. 

I see Mookie and Tiny Boo buy was hanging 


12 

at the southeast comer of Westview. 


13 

Q. 

Westview and Adams? 


14 

A. 

Westview and Adams, correct. And then 


15 

urn -- 



16 

Q. 

Was he inside your store? 


17 

A. 

They came into the store after the 


18 

altercation 

with the -- not the victim. 


19 

Q. 

The other shooter? 


20 

A. 

Yes, the other shooter, they came in the 


21 

Store. 



22 

Q. 

They were shooting at each other, correct? 


23 

So There was 

a shooter coming from Longwood shooting 


24 

towards Tiny Boo and Mookie, correct? 


25 

A. 

From the video you can only see the shooter 


26 

shooting. I 

understand from the report that's Tiny Boo 


27 

shooting but 

I can't see clear on the video because he 


28 

fell behind the car. From my view I can*t see him 
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shooting. 

Q. 


12 


Q. And are you aware of the two people who had 
been parked on Adams and attempted to drive away were 
also shot in that incident? 

A. I was told from Mejia that the driver was 

going eastbound -- no, westbound on La Brea. Was shot 
at, you know was shot at through, you know, was shot at 
through the window, the glass. 


Mejia? 


D-Loo. 


And that's what you learned from officer 


Correct. 

Do you know who Derrik Jones is? 


Who is he? 

He goes by D-Loc, D-Loo, I understand 


D LOO. Do you know if he is a gang member? 
No, no. 

You don't know, or you think he not a gang 


member? 


A. I don't know. 

Q. Are you aware he was arrested in front of 

your store in August of 2018 for selling drugs? 

A. I was told there. 

Q. But you weren't there for that? 

No. From the records. 

Q. Do you have any other information about 
that arrest or that incident? 
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A. No. 

Q. September of 2018 an individual was cited 

for possessing an open container of alcohol in front of 
your store. Do you recall that incident? 

A. 2018? 

Q. September 2018. 

A. I think so. 

Q. Do you have any information about that 

incident? 

A. I say the video. The suspect came from the 

Chevron gas station. The suspect was on a wheelchair, 
if that's the case, if that's the one we're talking 
about, he was in the a Wheelchair. 

From the surveillance I saw the suspects 
coming from the Chevron gas station and he was pushed by 
another customer who came into the store to purchase a 
lottery ticket. He was waiting for him outside. When I 
saw officers in a van came out to him by the door, and I 
can see them taking out the beer out of his wheelchair. 

I see it. 

Q ■ there were two incidents, both were in 

September and both were citations for drinking in 
public. One was on September 8th and September 13th. 
Other than this incident with the person in a 
wheelchair, are you aware of the second? 

A. No. Only the one on the wheelchair I saw 
the video. 

Q. On September 26th, 2018 police observed a 
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hand to hand transaction in the entryway of 
Holiday Liquor. The police later followed one of those 
suspects and recovered drugs and guns from that 
suspect's vehicle. 

Do you know anything about that incident? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What do you know? 

A. I give the information to Garcia about this 

individual that frequents in the area. The record does 
not reflect the facts, that I know. i was their that 
night and when he arrested the individual. Then 
interview was not at the store. Prior to Derrik, I gave 
him information that the individual was around the store 
and to call patrol to see what individual was doing. i 
give him the information that this individual, I 
suspect, sees bringing homelessness, and homeless people 
in the area would do drugs sales so I worked with them 
on that. And he followed, I gave him information on the 
suspect's car, the information, and that night I was in 
the store. He followed the individual on Longwood by 
the alley and pull him over there, and that's where he 

provided money, gun and drugs. He never had in front of 
the store. 

Q- So the sus [sic] -- neither suspects was 
ever in the entryway your store? 

A. No, that's what happened when the other 

was - - 

Q. And there was no hand-to-hand transaction 
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in the entryway of your store? 


A. 

No, 

not with a different store.[sic] 

Q. 

And 

you're basing that on surveillance 

footage? 



A. 

I was there the night of the arrest. 

Q. 

Did 

you look at the surveillance footage? 

A. 

I was looking at him, with the. He came 


and talked to me while he filed in the card that he 
gave. 

Q. But what I'm asking is did you look at the 
surveillance footage to see if you could she a 
hand-to-hand transaction on the surveillance footage? 

A. Not within the store. 

MR. NWABUZOR: But the answer is? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. And had you provided the information to 
Officer Garcia that same day or at some earlier point in 
time? 

A. Prior. 

Q. How much prior, if you recall? 

A. Maybe a month or two prior. I told him 
about this individual and he asked -- pull him over a 

couple of times, but didn't have -- didn't find -- make 
any arrest. 

Q- And you didn't contact Officer Garcia that 

same day that was arrested? 

A. No. 


Coalition Court Reporters | 213.471.2966 [ www.ccrola.com 



125 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Q. On November 29th, 2018 undercover officers 
were conducting surveillance of Holiday Liquor with an 
informant and he observed a woman inside the store who 
appeared to be involved in drug sales. Do you know 
anything about that incident? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you try and look at your surveillance 

footage regarding that incident or during that time 
period? 

A. I looked after, but I can't see or tell 
what just see what they put in the report, 

Q. Do you still have that surveillance 

footage? 

A. No. 

MS. ROBERTSON: Let's go of the record and if I 
can have a look at my notes. I think I'm probably 
pretty close to done. 

MR. NWABUZOR; That's fine. We are going to take 
some minutes? 

MS. ROBERTSON; Yeah, I'll probably take five or 
ten minutes and go through my notes. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: It is 3:17 p.m. We are now off the 

record. 

(Recess taken.) 

VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. It is 
3:38 p.m. 
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BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. Okay, Mr. Sheriff, I said just a few 

followup questions for you. 

What, if anything, have you submitted to 
the City regarding your development plan for 
Holiday Liquor or for that property? 

A. We had an application process for SCE, the 
Housing Authority. Application for development. I 
guess they have a rule, I have a duplex next door, 
because it's subj ect to rent control. When you take it 
out. I don't know what they are going to let me do to 
replace it then. And outside the contract with the 
structural engineer -- 

Q. Structural Engineer. 

A. Civil Engineering, geotechnical engineering 

and talks with having a case manager with planning to 
oversee the project. We already -- and it's Friday. 

The schematic now we going to as-built, [sic] 

Q. You're on the "as-built," what does that 
mean? Pardon my ignorance? 

A. Meaning, this is what I'm going to do. Now 
the beam supports, whatever goes into this. 

Q. It's more technical? Or detailed than a 

schematic? 

A. Detailed. Negotiate detailed now. 

Schematics phase is done. 

Q. In the application process for housing that 
you referenced, you submitted an application? 
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A. I filed, an application. They need the 

deed, 

Q. They need the deed. 

A. The deed. The grant deed. 

Q. So you're filling out an application but 
it's yet to be submitted? 

A. Submitted, but not -- missing documents. 

Q. I see. So you submitted an application and 
they responded requesting additional information? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Did you own any property other than the two 

properties on Adams including Holiday Liquor, the 
Will's Liquor store. Did I get that right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you have a house in Ladera Heights, 

right? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Objection. I'm going to, again, 
based on my prior objection as to his financial privacy, 
aside from information known to the people on the 
record, which is known to them, that public infoirmation. 
He's not going to be allowed to testify to his property 
holdings or otherwise are in nature. So I'm going to 
instruct him not to respond to that. 

(Instructed not to answer.) 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. So are you willing to tell me what other 

properties you own? 

A. No. 
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Q. Okay. So you're refusing to answer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. So you're refusing to answer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. If l asked you for any financial 

information regarding the review of those properties 
would you refuse to answer that question as well? 

A. Yes. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q. That's all I have for this transcript. 

Do you have any questions? 

MR. NWABUZOR: I thought you assumed. No, I'm 
just kidding. No, I don't have any questions. 

BY MS. ROBERTSON: 

Q- I'll propose that we relieve the court 

reporter of her duties under the statute, the relevant 
statute. 

And shall we have the original sent to -- 

MR. NWABUZOR; My office. 

MS. ROBERTSON; — your office. 

Can we expedite it? 

COURT REPORTER; Certainly. When would you like 

it? 

MS. ROBERTSON: Can we say within a week? 

COURT REPORTER: Yes. 

MS. ROBERTSON: And then if you receive it a week 
from today, will you be able to review it and sign it 
and make any correction within a week of receiving it? 
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THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MS. ROBERTSON: And then you will notify me of any 
changes or corrections? 

MR. NWABUZOR: Correct. 

MS. ROBERTSON: And in the event that the original 
l*^st or destroyed, a certified copy may be used for 

any purpose? 

MR. NWABUZOR: So stipulated. 

MS. ROBERTSON: That's it. 

COURT REPORTER: Copies, anybody? 

MS. ROBERTSON: I'll take a copy, yeah, we get a 

copy. 

VIDEOGRAPHER: This completes today's videotaped 
deposition of Abdul Jamal Sheriff in the matter of The 
People of the State of California versus Freetown, 
Holding, LLC. This the end of media label No. 2. It is 
3:44 p.m. and we are now off the record, 

(Whereupon, at 3:44 P.M., 
the proceedings were concluded.) 

--oOo-- 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) 

I, Jackie Sienski, CSR 12390, Certified Shorthand 
Reporter, do hereby certify: 

That prior to being examined, the witness named in 
the foregoing deposition was by me duly sworn; 

That said deposition was taken down by me in 
shorthand at the time and place therein named and 
thereafter transcribed under my direction; 

I further certify that I am neither counsel for, 
nor related to, any party to said proceedings, not in 
any way interested in the outcome thereof. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the law 
of the State of California that the foregoing is true 
and correct, 

Dated: JULY 31, 2019. 



JACKIE SIENSNI- 

CSR NO. 12390, RPR 
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